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UR Holy Father Pope Clement XIV. hav- 
ing been by divine Providence raiſed to the 
ernment of the Church ; and earneſtly 
defiring, on this occaſion, that all the faithful 
. the whole earth ſhould join their prayers 
with his, for obtaining of the Father of mercies, that 
abundance of grace, which he ſtands in need of, for 
the worthily and perfectly diſcharging the many and 
heavy obligations of the high ſtation in which he is 
Placed; and for drawing down the bleſſing of hea- 
Fen upon his adminiſtration, to the greater glo 
pf God, and the true and everlaſting welfare of 
he people of God : has to this end, following the 
example of his predeceſſors, opened the ſpiritual trea- 
ures of the Church, by the grant of an univerſal 
Fubilee, in favour of all the true children of the 
Church ; who being truly penitent for all their 
ins, ſhall pour forth before the throne of God their 1 
aſt fervent prayers, for the intentions of his Ho-. 
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| debts, or feitoring | 
ſors; but a releaſe and diſcharge of all the. ſpiri- t 
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lineſocz TOE the other conditions ly 


required on theſe occaſions. 
A 72 is ſo called from ther fHimilite 


it bears/ wil the Fulilee year. ' appointed by the 


law of God, Levit. xxv. at a time of a gene- 


ral releaſe, and diſcharge from all debts, and 


bondage ; and a reinſtatinꝑ o every man in his for- 
mer po but then the Chriſtian Fubilte, 
hich (ho 3 ing to the p 
Ri f A Jeftis "Oli: . J the. 50 5 aid 
xvi. 13.) ever guides 14 direts his Church has 
inſpired its chief Paſtors to inſtitute, has the 2dviite 
tage over the Jewiſh Jubilee; for as much as its 
tendency i is wholly ſpiritual, not importing a deli- 


verance_from any corporal bondage, or world 
earthly goods to former poſſe 


tual debts of penitent ſinners, by which ghey 
indebted to divine juſtige, looſing the bondsſof 
theit ſins; delivering them from the wretche 
very of, ſatan, and reſtoring them to all thole;goods 

of divine grace, from Which they have ; unhappily 
Fallen, Ang. all this; by virtue of the: commiſſin and 
power, given by Chriſt our Lord to St. Peter, and, his 
ſucceſſors, i in the office of chief paſtqrs of the church, 


In thoſe words, 4; 4aNH . xvi. 19. To thee Fi 'Avl] £494 
the keys of the kingdam , heaven. Au whatſaeyer, | 


thou Halt bind upon earth, ſhall be bound Al in, hear 


ven? and, hal ſaeuer thou /Halt- locſe upon rarth A be 
logfed. alſo in heaven. i Which unlimited power of 


looſing , all.ſuch, bonds, as may hinder any one From 


| enterimg into the kingdom of heaven, is put in full 


execution, by the grant of a Fubiles (attended wicht 


all propgr circumſtances) in favour of trye prnitents 


who by the ſacramental abſollition, they then. a 


| ror, ( cales; nge chat time rg ſer ve) all 


looſe! from the whole guilt of their ſins, and from 
al 
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charged; from! the deht of . temporal; puniſhment, 
which (as the chureh has always believed) fre, 
quently remains due to divine juſtice, after tha 
guilt is ee B68. 2 Sam, xii. 29, 55 1813. 


and 14. 


Wherefore the news of ger grant of. a ee 
ought to be glad tidings, indeed to all Chriſtians; 
more eſpecially to ſuch as ate ſenſible of the heavy 
load of their ſins; and of the manifold bonds and 
debts, which by ſin they have contracted to divine 
juſtice. They ought to conſider this grant as @ pro- 
clamation from heaven, offering them, upon eaſy 
conditions, a releaſe from all their debts, a, delivery 
from, their jails, and fatters, and the enriching ot 
their ſouls with heavenly treaſures, But then -as 


the Jubilee can effect nothing of all this, if they 


willfully, continue in their ſins; they muſk confider 
this grant as A ſummons alſo from heaven, calli 
upon them to turn now, 1 n earnęſt from theilt evi 
ways, and to return o God, with the 8 
of true and perfect penitents ; aud, with g full re- 
ſolution. of a new life, For thus, and only thus, 
can ſinners be entitled. to all that good, mien F 
deſigned them by the Jubilee. Fx 

Hence the firſt and molt, eſſential condition, BY | 
quired on the part of the faithful, that they mag 
effectually obtain the benefit of 450 Bas, is that 
they. be true. penitents; by turning from all kheitz 
evil Ways, with, their, whole heart,; by dir tuen 


and deteſting. the fins. they have, comnytzed;z, an 


having a hearty ſorrow for: them all; ;;.togethes with 
2 full determination to fly from their cu mary of- 
for the time to come, and from ali the immegi- 


ate occaſions of. them; and ſeriouſſy ta dopęnance Jor 
| their 
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the eternal puniſhment due to chat guilt 9 and by =" ; 
the dene indulgence of the Fubilee, are alſa diſa ' 
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their paſt tranſgreſſions. All this is implied in be- 


ing true penitents, and is eſſential to the virtue of 


penitence; which ever was, and ever will be abſolute- 

ty neceſſary to ſalvation, for all that have fallen in 

to mortal fin. Luke xiii. 3. 5. | 
All ſuch - Chriſtians then exclude themſelves 


from having any ſhare in the benefit of the Ju- 


bilee, as refuſe to renounce their ſinful habits, 
of impurity, drunkenneſs, profane ſwearing, de- 

traction, &c. All ſuch as perſiſt in the practice 
aof uſury, extortion, or of any way wronging or 
over-rcaching their neighbours, either in buying 
or ſelling, or any other contracts : all ſuch as will 
not forgive their enemies; or reſtore ill gotten 
goods; or put away from them the immediate oc- 
caſions of their crimes ; all ſuch as continue to exhi- 
bit, or frequent immodeſt ſhews or comedies : all ſuch 


as ſlight, or neglect the precepts of God's church, and 


live in habits of breaking the faſts of command, and 
eating meat on the Saturdays, or other days of 
abſtinence, without juſt diſpenſation : in a word, all 
ſuch as refuſe to comply with any part of their du- 
2 to which they are obliged under mortal ſin. 

no man here deceive himſelf: God is not to be 
mocked: they that wilfully continue his enemies 
dy fin, in ſpite of his mos preſſing calls, and all 


the graces he offers them at theſe times of mercy ; 


have nothing elſe to expect, from the abuſe of the 
Fubileze, but the judgments of heaven, inſtead of 
the remiſſion of their fins. For no fin can be re- 
mitted without true repentance, and the puniſh- 
ment due to fin can never be remitted, as long as 
a perſon wilfully perſiſts in the guilt of it. | 
The other conditions required for the gaining 
the benefit of this preſent Jubilee, are, Firſt, that in 
one of the two weeks appointed for that purpoſe, 


every 
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SY i ourt ly, that in. the "fame week be wo Me 
ce Eccive the ho! y, communion... Fifthly, that I che 
or {me ſpace, of time he alſo viſit. once 85 . 
1 chapel,.or. oratory, where maſs is {a1 there 
| 


devoutly, pray | for his Holineß, 5 8 N 5 
and for the grace and blefing of upon, the whole 
C Mate of the catholick ; Shit, Al 8 Lohdi- 
bs tions muſt befulfilled within on RARE the {; 2 5 ek; 
h wich particular care that the la of them at call be 

d L performed. 1 IN the ſtate of grace. — 
q The, ig weeks, pointed.” in the "giftrict. of 
f E for the Tach obtain the benefit of; t the 
Il Jubilee, are the two laſt weeks 1 in Lent: 19797 the 
firſt to begin on the Monday after. Paffon San 
. being the ſecond day of pril; and to end on 1 
Palm, Sunday, April 8; the cond to e 

3 the Monday, of. Holy week, HP 97 4 

en Faſter Sunday, April 15. In one of theſe 
two weeks, the Futbilee may be obta ned by. 1} the 
faithful, performing the conditions above ſpceified: 
but eg can be obtained but onge. If any of 
the faithful ſhould not be able to perform any one, 
cr,n:ore of} the conditions. above mentioned, their 
paſtors or confeliors are authorized to appoint for 
them juch other Prayers, or good works, as; they 
are capable of, in the room of thoſe 'w uch they 


prevented from gaining the Jubilee, in either ot 
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are not able to perform. If any are Uke to be 
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the two weeks appointed for it, by voyage, or jour- / 
ney or other impediment, their confeſſors may an- ¶ cor 
ticipate the time in their favour. And with regardWalſc 
to thoſe, who are ſo dangerouſly ill, as to have rea- ma 
{on to apprehend approaching death, their confeſ-·¶ the 
fors are authorized to impart to them the Jubilee occ 
on any day or at any time, from the firſt publiſh- to 
ing of theſe; only preſcribing to them ſuch eaſyWoth 
things, as, in their circumſtances, they are capable gr: 
of performing. They may alſo extend the benefit me 
of the 8 to ſuch of their penitents, as by nei 
being abroad, or at ſea, or by other impediment, ¶ the 
were hindered from applying for it, at the proper i are 
time; by appointing them any week afterwards, © ot! 
in which they may perform the conditions required, ne 
And as to the faithful in our plantations abroad, 
their paſtors, after due notice given them from us, Hoc 
ſhall appoint them two weeks, for their gaining the ſpe 
Jubilee, in like manner, and by the ſame exerciſes, 
as have been ſpecified above for the Ln diſtrict. . 
His Holineſs is alſo pleaſed, for this time and Hin 
occalion, to impart to all prieſts duly approved by ns 
the biſhop to hear the confeſſions of the faithful, a Y 
general power of abſolving from all reſerved cafes, Wm: 
all true penitents, who ſhall apply to them in order Wot 
to gain the Jubilee: as alſo a power of changing, Wan 
in their favour, all vows (except thoſe of chaſtity he 
and religion) into other pious works. | 
As to the particular prayers to be faid for the in- fp 
tentions of the Juliilee, they are left to every one n p- 
choice, They may ſay ſuch as ſuit beſt with their We 
devotion ; either the litanies, or other approved Wc! 
vocal prayers ; or, without any form of words, vi 
they may pray mentally ; only they muſt take care tb 
to circct their prayers for the intentions of his Ho- N 
lineſs as above ſpecified, . = is 


ur- 


Fare laid open in favour of all ſuch as duly corre- 


S occaſion. But it is certain] 


J ſpeaking to us by St. Paul, 2 Cor. vi. Ve exhort 


* n « rk 2 = P < 4 f wr. \ * n 2 " 
4 EIS 7 * * , . — 4 % 
. * . \ 
Oo * \ 
= * 0 . 

" . * * 
p ' 
i 


As to the order to be obſerved, in performing the 
conditions required for gaining this "Fubilee ; it is 
alſo left to each one's diſcretion, whether he will 
make his confeſſion and communion, before or after 
the faſtings, alms, and prayer 33 on this 

moſt adviteable for all 
to begin with r-pentance and confeſſion, that fo their 
other good works, being performed in the ſtate of 
grace, may be more acceptable, and their prayers 
more beneficial, both to themſelves, ' and to their 
neighbours. And ſpecial care muſt be taken that 
they be in the ſtate of grace, at leaſt when they 
are concluding the devotions of the Jubilee: for 
othE&wiſe they would deprive themſelves of the be- 
nefit of it, | $ Rage be 

It remains that we ſhould all give ear, on this 
occaſion, to the admonition of the Spirit of God, 


you that you receive not the grace of God in vain: 
or he ſaith : in an acceptable time I have heard thee : 
in the day of ſalvation I have helped thee. Behold 
new is the acceptable time, now is the day of ſalvation. 
Yes chriſtians; a time in which we all are fum- 
moned, by the vicegerent of Chrift, in the name 
of Chrift himſelf, to turn from all our evil ways; 
and to be converted to the Lord, with our whole 
heart: and in which all the treaſures of heaven 


tpond with theſe ſummons. Now therefore all 
paſtors, preachers and confeſſors muſt exert them- 
ſelves, in inviting the faithful committed to their 
charge to the embracing of every branch of the 
irtue of penitence in this acceptable time and to 
the fulfilling of all juſtice in this day of fal9mion, 
Now they muſt cry out, without ceaſing, to all 
rſinnes, to put them in mind of their manifold 
debts 


xa 


| AS \*) | 
debts to che divine juſtice; and. of, the judgments, 
which: they have realdn to, apprehend, are actualy 
: hanging yer, their heads ; ang a will quickly fall 
1 5 them, gf they, do on Nn, PLOPS ane 
ay, hald of che mercy. offered them at this time. 
Ang rich their pheachjng, they muſt alſo pin thei 
molt ſerwent prayers, to, beg. both tor themſe 
and for all. the ſouls committed to their care, that 
truly penitential ſpirits which has ſo Fea produced 
8 of . Fubulees, moſt remarkable conver- 
ſions even of the greateſt ke and ſuch as hape 
been atteſted, by a wonderful change in their; lives, 
Aſt the people, of God ſbould nf al Jein. 
prayer for the ſame intentions; and beg that Wrace 
for the whole world, that no one may neglect, or 
pals hy this time of mercy. and (alvatign.. Thou- 
ſands will never haye the like opportunity again; 
and thoſe that deſpiſe the preſent offer of mergy, 
have reaſon . to apprehend, they. will. dearly. repent 
it, when it will be 400 late; and when. there ſhall 
be zg more time for them. 
It is haped none of the faithful of this diſtrict 
at leaſt, will be ſo much their own enemies, as to 
receive jo great g grace gf Cod in vain; by overlook- 


« 1 


ing this acceptable time, this day of ſalvation: but ra- 


Ther that eh will immediately-begin toapply them- 
ſelyes, te ſuch exerciſes, of deyotion and penitence, 


as, may. effectually diſpoſe. their ſouls, for all that) 


ah Feta en fre eie 
ing their hearts from: ſin to. God. Now as nothing 
contributes more to this: effectual turning of the 
heart from ſin to God, than ſerious, confiderations 
and meditations on, the great. truths of eternity; the 
exercũng the ſoul, in this kind: of. conſiderations, 
particulaly during this penitential ſeaſon of Lent, 
is here earnefily recommended to all the faithful, as 

: N 1 eng 


mſclyes, 


— 
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1 "Me beſt preparation for the grace of the Jubilee. 
| „ "favour of thoſe who are not otherwiſe better pro- 
fall Wie, the thirty meditations firſt publiſhed for the 
ON bilee in 1751 ; and reprinted on occaſion of the 


rthquakes, in 1755; will be again ſet forth, for 
e uſe of as many as are deſirous of them. For 
hom, and for all others, as well as for ourſelves we 
rneitly beg of the Father of mercies the grace of 
aking ſuch good uſe of this time of mercy, as 
entifully to reap the fruits of it, in the forgiveneſs 1 
all our ſins, the ſanctification of our ſouls, and | 
. eternal ſalvation, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


1 ord. Amen. | 
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or | 
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MEDITATION S, 


irſt ſet forth for the Time of the JusLEE 1757, 
now reprinted for the JusILEE in 1770. 


order to determine the Soul to turn from fin ta G O D, 
and to fix her in a happy reſolution of dedicating Her- 
elf henceforward in good earneſt to the love and fer- 
dice of her Maker. 


PREPARATION; 
egin every Meditation, Firſt, by placing yourſelves - | 
in ch preſence of GOD: Secondly, by bow- 1 
ing down your fouls to Him, and craving mercy 4 
for all your paſt diſloyalties. Thirdly, by hum- 
bly imploring his aſſiſtance. 


MEDITATION I. 
On our firſt beginning, 
ONSIDER frft, O chriſtian ſoul, thatinot 


very long ago thou hadſt no being at all; nor 
y ſhare in the tranſactions in this world; thou 
Wait not even ſo much as thought on by any crea- | 
re upon earth. In this low abyſs of nothing, thou = 
dſt been ingulfed from all eternity: and there of | 
yſelf thou muſt haye remained to all eternity, in- 
Utely beneath the condition even of the meaneſt 
ſect, ſo that whatſoever thou haſt now above this 
ere nothing is not of thy own growth, but pure- 
the gift of thy Maker. Down then with thy 
ide: acknowledge thy origin: ſit always down in 
& Jawelt place, even in the centre of thy nothing: 
F aſcribe 
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aſcribe nothing to thyſelf but thy ſins ; give th 
whole glory of all the reſt to thy Maker. 


this underſtanding, this foul and body? No: othe 


ſervice :- he ſtood not in need of thee. - O embras 


this mind, this thought that ſhould'contlemplate Hes 


\ remembrance of thy own nothing ; and to be ee 
e " grate 


. 


Conſider ſecondly, who it was that drew the 
out of that deep abyſs of nothing, into this being 
which thou now enjoyeſt : Who gave thee this 
power of thinking, this life, this will, this memory 


but he that made heaven and earth, even the eter 
nal immenſe infinite Deity, And how came thi 
great God to think of thee? what did he ſee” 
thee. that ſhould move him to love thee; and beſts 
this being upon thee? O it was mothing but hi 
own infaite goodneſs: for there could be nothin 
in thee warthy of his love,;. thow couldſt do him n 


then with all the powers of thy ſoul this inf 
goodneſs of thy God. Give thy whole being to hig 
that has given it to thee: Dedicate thy whole fou 
to his love and ſervice for time and eternity. 
Conſider, thirdly, that God made.thee after hi 
own image and likeneſs, that he might engage the 
the more to love him. This image and likneſs 
in thy ſoul, which is a ſpiritual being; and in th 
ſpiritual powers of thy ſoul: thy free will, which 
nothing coutrouls, and which can be ſatisfied wit 
nothing leſs, than God; and thy underſtanding 
which is capable of ſoaring above all things vifibl 
and inviſible, and reaching to the contemplation © 
God himſelf, ', O let not then this noble ſpirit ! 
any longer groveling in the mire of the earth! E 
not this will that was made to be a queen, be a ſlay 
to fleſh and blood! Let not this underſtanding 


ke Ya tuo cu a fiod Dc a X% e . © _«»<> 


venly truths, be bowed down to empty earthly toys 
Conclude to be ever humble, by the ſenſe an 


at dt. its. W ee AA” . 8, ond 


grateful to thy Maker, by a conſtant return of * 
and ſervice. Pater. Aue. 


XE D e 1 ON II. 
| On our laſt end. 


EL ONSID E R firſt, my. foul; why thou 
cameſt hither. What is thy buſineſs in th's 
mortal life? for what end has God made thee ? 
upon what errand has he ſent thee hither? This 
ſhould have been the ſubject of thy meditation from 
thy firſt coming to the uſe of reaſon : and-haſt thou 
ever yet ſeriouſly thought on it ? - Thou canſt not 
here plead igrforance : for i: was one of the fieſt 
. thou waſt taught, that thou waſt made for 
God; and that thou mighteſt know, love and ſerue 
him here, and ſo come to enjoy him hereafter in 3 
I happy eternity. O how noble, how glorious,” how 
Fl bleſſed is this end for which thou walt made! O 
ou how good is thy God; who has made ther for him- 
ſelf and for heaven; and has deligned this en 


jos from all eternity for thee | 

3 Conſider ſecondly, that properly ſpeaking thou haſt | 

" but one buſineſs in life, viz. to ariſwer this end for 

55 vhich thou waſt made; by dedicating thyſelf in good 
carneſt to the love and ſervice of thy Maker. This 


is that one thing noefſſays Luke x. 42. If thou applv 
* thyielf ſeriouſly to this great buſineſs, all is well: i 
ftchou neglect this, all is loft, what ever ſucceſs thou 
mayſt meet with in every thing elſe. O what will it 
profit a man to gain the whole world, if he loſe hir own 
foul, and at the ſame time loſe his God, and a Happy 
eternity? Othen let all other buſineſs be ever ſubor- 
dinate tothis: let all that no ways conduces to this, be 
deſpiſed as vain and unprofitable - and all that is op- 
polite'to this be avoided and rejected as hurtful and 
pernicious, 0 vanity of eater and all is vanity, 
"es 2 bur 


N nity. 
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but the loving God and ferving him alone. Kemps, 
Conſider thirdly, the great blindneſs and miſery 

of worldlings who live in a continual forgetfulneſs 

of this their only buſineſs : whoſe purſuits are after 


_ vanities; who. weary themſelves like children in 
running after butterflies, and catching at mere bub. | 


bles and empty ſhadows ; vain honours, falſe riches, 
and momentary pleaſures ; whilſt they neglect eter- 
And has not this been hitherto thy cafe, O 
my ſoul |. O be confounded then at the thought of 
thy having been ſo ſenſeleſs, fo wretched ! Deteſt 
the errors of thy paſt life: and now at leaſt turn to 
thy God. | | 

Conclude to offer thy whole being to him that 
made thee for himſelf : and to attend for the future 
to thy only buſineſs. Pater. Ave. | 


MEDITATION III. 
On cur redemption through Chrift. 


8 C ONSIDER firſt, how Man beirgoriginally 

created in juſtice and ſanctity, to be hap- 
py here in grace and innocence, and eternally happy 
hereafter in the enjoyment of his Creator, wretch- 
edly fell from God by fin; forfeited his origi- 


nal. juſtice, and all the advantages annexed to it; 


and incurred all kind of miſeries ; together with a 


double death, both for time and eternity. Thus 


all mankind came to be involved in fin and miſery : 


the underſtanding was blinded, the will perverted, 
the whole ſou! in diſorder ; ſtrangely weak to an 

thing that is good ; and violently inclined to evil. 
Thus we became aliens from God, flaves to Satan, 


Un, and hell; utterly incapable of ourſelves to make 


one ſtep towards obtaining mercy or grace; and 
muſt have. inevitably fallen from one miſery to 
another, till at length we fell into hell. Ah! 

| the 
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CSE; | 
the dreadful conſequences of fin! Ah 1 what ſhould 
we have done if God had not given us 4 Saviour 
Conſider ſecondly, the infinite goodneſs of God, 
who, without any manner of merit on our tides 
(for what could we merit, in that wretched conditi- 
or ?) has given us his own Son to be our Saviour, 
to deliver us from all our miſeries; to reſcue us from 
fatan, fin, and hell; and to bring us mercy, grace, 
and eternal ſalvation. O what could God do more 
to teſtify his infinite love? what has not the Son of 
God done; what has he not ſuffered for the love 
of us ? from the firſt moment of his conception in 
the womb of the Virgin, till his ſhedding} the 
tait drop of his blood, and expiring upon the croſs, 
he has been employed in ſecking our eternal wel-- 
fare and in loving us. O what return ſhall we make 
for this love. 

Conſider thirdly, what God has given us in givs 
ing us his Son: what goods he brings along with 
him to enrich us. He comes to be our Redeemer, 
our Teacher, our Pattern, our Repairer ; the Father 
of our fouls ; our Brother, our Spouſe, and ever 
faithful lover; our High Prieſt, and our Sacrifice; 
our Friend and Phyſician ; our Advocate and Medi- 
ator ; our Food, our Light, our univerſal Good; 
the Way, the Truth and the Life of our ſouls. O- 
what immenſe treaſures he brings with him! and all 
theſe he deſires to impart to us. And ſhall not we, 

my ſoul, embrace this infinite goodneſs ? and havin 
all things in our Jeſus deſire nothing out of him I 

He from the firſt moment of his incarnation was 

wholly ours: Let us from this moment at leaſt be 
wholly his. | 
_ Conclude, ſince by the benefit of your redemp- 
tion, Chriſt has ranſomed you from your ſlavery, . 
and purchaſed you for himſelf, to behave hence- 
| B 3 for 


- mindful of chis dignity, to which you have been 
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world, the fleſh and the devil have no title to you, 


Give yourſelves to him, who has bought you with 


the price of his. own blood. Pater. Hue. 
N MEDITATION IVV. 
On our being dedicated to God in baptiſm. 


ons 1D E R fiſt, O chriſtian ſoul, hew 


AA happily, and holily, thou waſt dedicated 


and conſecrated to God at thy baptiſm, There thou 


waſt waſhed from ſin, by virtue of the precious 


blood of Chriſt; and cleanſed by the lauer of water, 
in theword of life. There thou was regenerated, by 
2 new birth in Chriſt: engrafted in him and made 
the adopted child of God. There thou waſt con- 


ſecrated. to be the temple of the Deity. There the 


Spirit of God took poſſeſſion of thee: adorned thee | 
and enriched thee. with all his heavenly gifts and 


graces, There thou waſt made a queen, a ſiſter, 
and companion for Angels; and receivedſt an indiſ- 
putable right and title to a never-ending kingdom, 
with the true and living God. O chriſtians, be 
advanced by your baptiſm. Yeu are, ſays St. Peter, 
(I Het. ii. 9.) 4 choſen generation, a kingly: priefi- 


had, à holy nation, a purchaſed people. See then you 
never degenerate; nor forfeit all this glory, and all 


your happineſs for time and eternity, by wilful ſin, 
Corſider fecondly, the covenant you made with 


God in baptiſm; in conſequence of which God re- 


ceived:you then into the number of his children, 


and gave you a title to heaven. You entered then 


into articles with him; by which you promiſed 


douer to adhere to him; by a firm and conſtant faith 
of all his revealed truths ; a ſtrict obedience to all his 
eommandments; and a perpetual renunciation of the 


devil, 


forward worthily of. ſo great a Redeemer. The | 
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: wil, and of all his works of darkneſs, 100 * | 
he | ps. Has your life been agreeable to theſe axti- 
os ? Have you kept this covenant? Have you 
een true to your allegiance? Have you obſerved 
our ſolemn- vows? Ahl! how few- can lay their 
- Wands upon their hearts, and ſay they have not. 
Proke theſe articles? And yet their all depends up- 
dn. the obſerving of them. | 
| Conſider, thirdly, that w your penile vou was 
loathed with the robe of innocence; with a trick 
junction to preſerve it, and to carry ĩt unſtained 
o the judgment - ſeat of Chriſt: In token of hic a 
hite garment was put upon you by the miniſter of 
z0d, with theſe words: Recerue this white garmont, 
which thau ſhalt carry without ſpot or. flat before the" 
tribunal of Chrift, in order to inberit everlaſting life. 
4 O how happy-are thoſe fouls that preſezue-thisrebe 
eflangcence! O bowwiferable are they that loſe it; 
that caſt it away; that exchange it for the filth of 
in! And as for thee, my foul, What is become 6, 
the cohite garment thou haſt received | O how ſhalt 
why dare to appear without! it, before che Judgment 
eat of Chriſt?ʒ 
Conclude to live up for the time to come, to the 
denity of a Chriſtian; and to your baptiſmal en- 
gagements: and to repair all paſt 3 W a 
penitential life. Pater, Aue. 


MEDITATION v. 
On the evil of falling from God by in. 
23 ONSIDER firft, that of all evils that can 

befall the ſoul on this fide of hell, there is 

none comparable to the evil of falling from God 
wilful fin, A dreadful and moſt diſmal evil inde 
to fall from the ſupreme and infinite good, into _ | 
"oY honamlcls pit of wretchedneſo and miſery. 
B 4 5 4 


Call to mind, dear chriſtians out of your forme 


to God in your baptiſm : that your ſouls were made 
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meditations, that God is your firſt beginning, and 
your laſt end; by whom, and for whom you were 
created ;' that all your good and all your happineſs 
is to be found in him. 6 remember that the Son 
of God has purchaſed all that is good for you with 
his own moſt precious blood ; and that he has made 


all over to you. Remember that you are dedicated 


children of the eternal Father, ſpouſes of the eter- 
nal Son, temples of the eternal Spirit, and heireſſes 
to an eternal kingdom. But alas ! in the moment 
you' conſent to mortal fin, all is loft : you fall from 
your firſt beginning and your laſt end: you turn 
your back upon your univerſal good : you forfeit 
the grace and ſalvation purchaſed for you by | Jeſus 


Chriſt: you loſe all the glorious titles and prero- N 
gatiyes you received in baptiim: you become from} 


that time forward moſt vile and contemptible, moſt 
wretched and miſerable, moſt filthy and abomi- 
nable ; dead to God, flaves to the devil; poſſeſſed 
by him; and victims of hell. O] dread and fly 
hate and deteſt ſo great an evil. | wy, 
Conſider, ſecondly, the extravagance, the folly 
and madneſs of that foul, wiich in this manner 
falls from God: Alas ! the exchanges God for the 
devil, grace for fin, heaven for hell; all her good 
at preſent, and a happy eternity hereafter for a tra- 
ſitory toy, a brutiſh paſſion, an irkſome ſlavery, a 


ſhadow, a bubble, a mere nothing. O unhappy 


{mner, open thy eyes, and ſee the wretched bargain 
thou haſt made] See how ſtrangely thou haſt been 
deluded ; to part with thy God, and all thy good, 
for a thing ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo empty, ſo filthy, ſo 
ſhort, ſo fooliſh, and miſerable ; and accompanied 
with ſo much remorſe, with fo much danger, and 
with 


"> 
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with ſo much falſhood. and deceit... O poor ſoul, 
were reflect for once, what thou haſt been, and what 
"WM thou now art. Thou waſt a child of God, thou 
Gon art now a flave of ſatan, Thou waſt a. favourite 
of heaven; thou art now an enemy. Thou waſt 
the temple of the 8 ; thou art now poſſeſſed by 
the devil. Thou waſt moſt beautiful, like an An- 
gel; thou art now ugly and abominable, like one 
of the infernal ſpirits. Heaven was thine, God 
les himſelf was thine : thou ſtandeſt now condemned to 
| hell; there is but a hair's breadth betwixt thee.and 
a miſerable eternity, Ah lament, weep and mourn. 
to ſee this unhappy change; bewail thy, paſt folly 
and madneſs, in making ſo wretched a; bargain; 
and ſpare no pains, to rectify it out of, hand by a 
ro- peedy and effectual return to God. n 
Conſider thirdly, the ingratitude, the perfidiouſ- 
oft neſs, the graſs injury and contempt, the high trer- 
WH fon againit the divine Majeſty ; Which the ſoul is 
4 WW guilty of, When ſhe falls from God into mortal fin, 
| She is ungrateful, beyond ali that can be expreſſed, 
** by making fo wretched a return to him that gave 
„ ber her very being; to him that loved her from, all 
eternity; that employed his whole life upon earth - 
in ſeeking her ſalvation, and died upon the creo 
4 WW foythe love of her. She is perſidious by breaking her 
baptiſmal vows. She offers an unparalleled: ini 
to God in turning her back upon him, and in pre- 
ferring ſin and ſatan, and every empty toy before 
him. Her contempt of his divine Majeſty is mani- 
teſted by her defiling his temple, driving him thence, 
to make room for the devil, and violating his eter- 
nal law, And her high treaſon appears in hex unna- 
tural rebellion Anal that great king, her fighting 
under the ſtandard of the devil, and ,crucifying the 
00.2 Son 
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Son of God. O what a dreadful complication 9 
au the worſt of evils is found in every mortal ſin 
Conclude thou, my foul, to repent, and confeſs 
all thy paſt guilt in this kind: and fully to-deter- 


- 


mine, come what will come, never more to incur! 


To great an evil for the future. 
r a 
MEDITATION VI. 
n the heinous enormity of mortal fm. 
1. C ONSTDER what a monſter mortal fin is, 
= 'Tt's malice is infinite; in as much as it is in- 
finitely opppfite to God, who is infinitely good. 
As none but God himſelf can fully comprehend his 
own infinite goadneſs, ſo none but God himſelf can 
perfectly comprehend the infinite enormity that js 


found in this oppoſite evil. And as God — d 


loves himfeif with an infinite love, and cannot ceaſe 
to love himſelf: ſo he eſſentially hates mortal fin 
with an infinite hatred; and cannot ceaſe to hate it, 
Wherever he fees it. It is a monſter more hideous 
than hell, more filthy and abominable than the 
devil: ſeeing it was the parent both of hell and the 
evi: For hell was made for mortal ſin: and the 
devil was an angel, till he- was transformed into a 
devil by mortal fin. O dreadfu]-poiſen, that could 


thus in an inftant change Angels into devils! O y 


"ergadful ſtain that can nouriſh an eternal fire! And 
how has my God borne with me ſo long under fo 
many mortal-fins?' How-ſhall I prefume to lift up 
my eyes to heaven after ſo much guilt ! . 
2. Confider the enormity of mortab fm from the 
"judgements God has exerciſed of old, dees now 
daily, and will to all eternity exerciſe upon thoſe 
that are guilty of it. Witneſs the irrevocable con- 
demnation of millions of Angels for one ſin in 
thought: 


: e eee 
bought: witneſs the dreadful conſequences, both 
in time and eternity, of the ſin of our firſt parents; 
witneſs. the ſweeping away at once all mankind, 
for ſin, by the waters of the deluge: witneſs the 


leter-M 5:6 and brimſtone rained doun upon Sodom and the 
ncu neighbouring cities; and innumerable other par- 
© Mticular judgments afflicted on account of ſin; ſuch 


as plagues, famines, wars, fires, earthquakes, fud-- 


juſt God, who can puniſh no one beyond what he 


joy, and comfort; deprives it of its true lite, Which 
is its God; betrays and delivers it up to ſatan, and 


and all the dreadful conſequences of them. 


the enormity of fin,” and the hatred God bears to 
it, than the conſideration of what the Son of, God 


God would not admit of any lower price for our 
redemption, or any leſs attonement for our guilt, 
than the laſt drop of the blood of his own Son. 
Contemplate, my ſoul, this innocen Lamb of God, 


avonizing in the garden, under the load of thy ſins, 


den and unprovided deaths, &c. witneſs the eternal 
flames, and never-dying worm of hell, to which a 


has deſerved, daily condemns thouſands for mortal 
fin. O dreadful evil which provokes a Gd, whoſe - 
very nature is goodneſs and mercy, to this eternal 
indignation! No wonder then that ſin, in che very 
moment it is committed, makes ſuch a diſmal ha- 

vock in the ſoul; robs it of all its treaſures; of alt ' 
the merit of its paſt good works; of all true peace, 


expoſes it every moment to the evident danger of a 
ſecond and eternal death.” Ah] my foul; how often 
has this been thy caſe ? Is it not thy caſe at preſent? 
O make haſte while thou haſt time, to turn to him, 
and ſue for his merey, with an humble and contrite 
heart, who alone can deliver thee from all thy ſins, 


3. Conſider, that nothing. more demonſtrates: . 


himſelfſuffered for our ſins; and that the juſtice of 
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1 
and bewailing them with tears of blood, guſhing 
out from all his body; fee him betrayed, appre- 


hended, bound, condemned, buffetted, ſpit upon, 
tent and torn with whips and ſcourges; crowned 


with ſharp thorns, loaded with a rough and heavy 


i 
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etoſs, and nailed to it for thy ſins: See him bleed- 
ing, expiring, and dying for thy ſins. And learn 
from hence how heinous thy ſins are in the ſight of 
God; which were not to be expiated but with fo 
many ſufferings, and fo much blood of his own be- 
loved Son: though every ſuffering of his, and every 
drop of his blood was of infinite value, by reaſon 
of che infinite dignity of his perſon. Surely hell 
elf, with all its dreadful and everlaſting torments, 
does not half fo much declare the hatred God bears 
to fin, as the fight of a God crucined for the expi- 


tation of ſin. | 
Lonclude utterly to renounce, and abhor all 


martal ſin for the time to come, more than hell 
itſelf ; to fly all the approaches of it, and the dan- 
gerous company, and other occaſions, that may ex- 
poſe thee to it; and as for thy paſt guilt, to go 


every ve ar thy life, in ſpirit, to the feet of Chriſt, 


with Magdalen, there to bewail and confeſs all 
thy treaſons and abominations; and to beg to be 
cleanſed from them all with his precious blood. 
Hater. Ave. 


a „MEDITATION VII. 
4 On the multitude of our paſt ſins. | 
{Fo (GC ONSIDE R, O my foul, how long 
F it as ſince thou waſt firſt ſo miſerable as to 
tall from God by fin ; and how much thy fins have 
been multiplied ſmoe that unhappy hour. Alas 
didſt thou not, at thy Arſt coming to the uſe of 


reaſon, forfeit thy baptiſmal innocence and fall a 


OE 
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ing rey to chat heliſh monſter? It was thy indiſpen- 
re- ble duty, in conſequence of thy creation, re- 
n, Wenption, and baptiſmal engagements, as ſoon a8 
ed Whou waſt capable of knowing God, to turn to- 
ws ards him, as thy firſt beginning and lat end; and 


Wo dedicate t 1yſelf-eternally to his love and fervice. - 
But didſt not thou rather, like Lucifer and his com- 


of Wanions, from the firſt dawning of thy reaſon, turn 
lo hy back upon thy God, and prefer thy own irre- 


ular inclinations, and every toy before him? And 
hat was this but joining with the angels that fell 
n their rebellion againſt God ? . , + 4 + 
2. Confider, how after fo wretched a beginning 
hou haft gone on, daily adding fin-to fin, againſt 
zx0d, againſt thy 8 againſt thyſelf; by 
ork, by word, or by deſire: ſo that not one day, 
o not one hour, has paſſed without frequently 
Pffending God, by commiſſion, or omiſſion. Is it 
ot true, my ſoul, that even from thy childhood, 
hou waſt given to lies, paſſion, and impurity? Is 
not true that even then thy thoughts went con- 
inually aſtray from God after fooleries and vani- 
ies; that thy prayers were without attention; thy 
onfeſſions without ſincerity, repentance or amend- 
ient ; and thy whole life and converſation with- 
ut God, or any real good ! And didſt thou grow 
ny better as thou greweſt older? Or didſt thou not 
ather multiply thy ſins; and daily more and more 
orrupt, violate and defile all thy powers and fa- 
ulties, and all thy ſenſes and members with repeat- 
d offences and treaſons; and ungratefully pervert 
nd abuſe all the gifts of God againſt. the giver? 
Dh] paſs over in thy mind (but let it be in 1be 
itterneſt of thy ſoul) all thy years: and lament and 
e that thy ay exceed in number the hairs of thy 
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cad, yea the ſands of the ſea, beſides an infinite _ 
| multitude 
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1 
multitude ef hidden ſins and ignorances which a 
removed out of thy ſight. O] make haſte, ns 
at leaſt, in this time of - mercy, to run and wall 
thyſelf clean from all thy Ulth in the fountains d 
the wounds of thy Saviour. e 
3. Conſider (in order to know better the bound. 
leſs number of thy ſins) how little thou haſt cem 
plied, in any part of life, with the great duty d 
loving God with thy whole heart, of dedicating thy 
hours to his ſervice, and directing, by a pure 4 
tention; all thy thoughts, words, and actions, t 
him: How little reſtraint thou haſt, put upon th 
natural. inclinations, too ſtrongly bent on evil; 
how. little guard upon thy-roving thoughts; h 
little attention not to offend in words; or give ot 
eaſion to fin in others. Reflect alſo how much of th 
precious time thou haſt ſquandered away; how many 
graces thou haſt received in vain: how little tho 
haſt correſponded with divine inſpirations : what uk 
thou haſt made of the talents, with which thou hall 
been intruſted, and of the ſacraments thou haft re 
ceived : how thou haft diſcharged thyſelf. of th 
duties of thy ſtate, of thy ſtewardſhip with regu 
to thy worldly ſubſtanee, &c. And ſte what armies 
of fins will preſently riſe up before thy face ant 
ſtand againft thee, © Beſides that ingratituds to'al 
God's benefits, which-thou haſt been daily gully 
of; and which is an aggravating: cireumſtanee of 
at} the reſt of thy fins, - And how wilt thou dare 
after fo much guilt, once to lift up thy eyes to hea 
ven; or ſo-much as to name the holy name of God 
which thou haſt fo often profaned? 1 
© Conclude, like the penitent Tha, to have 4 
ways before thy eyes the multitude and enormity dl 
thy ſins, and like her to be ever calling for mere 
with a contrite and humble heart. [EIN 
Pater. Ave. MED] 
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MEDITATION VEL: 


g 1 the goodueſt of Gad in ae e e den 
1M. ＋ 


© inviting them to return to | 
; ONSIDER the-wonders of God's godd- 

\ neſs in his dealings with ſinners: See with 
hat patience he bears with them, and that very 
ften, for a long time; notwithſtanding their pro- 
ocations, their continual abuſe of all his mercy, 
id that infinite hatred which he always bears te 
ortal ſin, where- ever he ſees it. O, my ſohl, 
ow much art thou indebted to this patience of thy 
z0d; in bearing with thee all theſe years paſt, ever 
nce thy firſt fall into fin! Alas] haſt thaw not 
| this time been playing upon the brink of that 
readful precipice, which conducts to the bot- 


mleſs pit? haſt thou not been all this while 


ithin a hair's breadth of a-miſerable eternity ?- Is 
not true that-every night thou haſt gone to bed, 
ou didſt not know but that before the morning 
zou mightſt find thyſelf in hell? Mikonghave 
len into that diſmal dungeon of endleſs woe, 
hilſt thy God hath ſpared thee: millions are 
urning in thoſe unquenchable flames for fewer 
ins than thou haſt committed. O!] bleſſed be the 
finite goodneſs of my God to all eternity; and 
lay all his Angels and Saints praiſe and gloriſy him 
or ever; for having endured me ſo long; for have- 
ng preſerved me, and continually watched aver me; 
r elſe my ſoul hadlong'fince dwelt in hellt 

2. Conſider the many ways by which God ſeeks 
o reclaim finners, and to call them home to him. 
Reflect on the remorſes and imward- reproaches of 
onſcience with which he viſits them; the terrors 
f his judgments, and the allurements of his mer- 
es, which he ſets before them, See how he is 

| continu- 
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continually calling upon them by his word, by h 
preachers,” by good books, good examples, ani 
wholeſome admonitions ; and by a number of inte 
Tior invitations and graces. Has he not dealt thu 
with thee, my foul, all this time thou haſt been go 
ing aftray from him? And what is the meaning d 
all this goodneſs of thy God to ſuch an undeſervin 
ungrateful and obſtinate rebel? Why, it is nothin 
elſe but his own pure mercy and love, in conſider 
- ation of the blood of his Son. And ſhall not al 
this love ſoften thy heart, and oblige thee now x 
leaſt to reſolve in good earneſt to return to him 
leſt otherwiſe. mercy fo long abuſed give place ti 
juſtice : and the land, which has been ſo often wa 
tered with rain from heaven, and itil! continues t 
bring forth nothing but thorns and briars, fhoul 
fall at length under a dreadful curſe, and to be conf 
demned to the firè? Heb. vi. 

- 3. Conſider what encouragement Gad gives tt 
ſinners to return to him. As 7 live, ſaith the Lord, 
1 defire not the death of a ſinner ; but that he mu 
ve converted from his ways, and may live. O ul 
wu you die, O houſe of Iſrael. Ezech. xxx 
Return to me and live. chap. xviii. Tha haft gen 
ray after many lovers, but return to me and I wil 
receive thee, Jeremias iii. See with what love tht 
good ſhepherd in the goſpel goes after the loſt ſheep 
and with what joy he lays it upon his ſhoulders 
and brings it home to the fold. See how the fathe 
runs out to meet the prodigal child, when he re 
turns home from the huſks of the ſwine ; ſee how 
he embraces him, cloaths him, with the beſt robe, 
and make a feaſt for him. Luke xv. Reflect hoy 
the Son of God, when here upon earth, treated thi 
penitent Magdalen, the thief upon the croſs, and 


21] other ſinners, chat had recourſe to his mercy; 
1 Apd 


nd how he has declared that there is more joy in 
eaven over one penitent finner, than over ninety 
ine juſt. O my foul, let ns have recourſe to this 
ercy : let us return to ſo good a Father, to ſo lo- 
ing a Saviour: and let all heaven rejoice in our 
onverſion. . | 
Conclude to abuſe no longer the mercies of God, 
y continuing in fin; but to return to him now, 
nd never to depart from him any more. Pater. 


oe. 
MEDITATION IX. 
On the virtue of penance; 

(CONSIDER, that penance, in as much as 

it is a virtue by which the foul turns from 
n to God, is and always was 'abſolutely neceſlary 
or every one that is unhappily fallen from God 
Sy actual fin; ſo that without it no ſuch ſinner 
ver did, ever could, or ever hall find mercy with 
od. Aut penitendum aut ardendum. One of 
he two the ſinner muſt chooſe, - either penance 
r hell fire, For the Son of God himſelf has 
ſured us, that without penance we ſhall all periſh. 
uke xiii, 3, 5. Hence it was by preaching of 
enance, and of the bringing forth worthy fruits 4 
enance, that St. John Baptiſt prepared the people 
or Chriſt, Matt. iii. and our Lord hicſelf opened 


is miſſion by the ſame theme, Matt. iv. This was 


e great ſubject of the preaching of the prophets, in 
ne old teſtament; of the apoſtles in the new ; an 
ft all others, whom God has at any time ſent to 
reach to his people: their commiſtion ever was t 
nvite, to call, to preſs ſinners, to turn from their 
vil ways to God, by a ſincere converſion; and 
enance. Now this is the great buſineſs of this pre- 
ent Jubilee: this converſion and penance is the very 
oundation, that muſt be laid in order to * 

| dne 


favour thee with, 


dt z new life, and 2 full determination of ded 
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the beneſit of it. O my ſoul, do not thou neg 0 
this ſolemn call: Let not this favourable on 
be laſt to thee : Receive not this great grace in vain 
It may be the laſt of this nature that God will e 


2. Conſider, that as in * > fin there are:! 


* good, the very fountain of goodneſs at 
life; and the 1 in his ſtead that infernal 
monſter ſin; by the allurement of ſome falſe ap 
pearance of worldly honour, intereſt or pleaſure 
ſo in the virtue of penance there are two principt 
ingredients, viz. the turning away from fm-witl 
horror, deteſtation and ſorrow, for having offende 
a God, infinitely good in himſelf, and infinite 
good to us; my returning back to God, with 
thorough change of heart, a ſincere relalut as 


cating the years that remain of life to abedienct 
ſervice and love. O happy pennance | O bleſſe 
virtue, that makeſt ſo wonderful a change in th 
foul; that driveſt away from us the devil and fin; 
and bringoſt us back-to God | 'O my ſoul, embyact 
this lovely virtue. 

3. Confider that another neceſſa 
the virtue of penence, in order to reconcile ſueh ſin 
ners to God as have unhappily loſt, by — lin, 
the grace they received at the font, is à ſineete an 
effectual reſolution of making ſatisfaction te 05 
vine juſtice; by puniſhing . ſinful fleſh, an 
revenging the cauſe of God upon their gui 
ſelves; and by that means applying to their ſouls thi 
een of Chriſt. Hence we read ſo often it 
the Scriptures, of turning io God with a afting, , we? 
mg and mourning ;. of doing penance in ſackeloth an 


re and the like. Hence the ancient bauen 0 
Olten 


eat evils, viz. the turning away from a-God 


ingredient ol 
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n went through ſeven, ten, or — of 
orous penances for one mortal ſin. Hence fo 
y religious men and women, and other true pe- 
ents to this day addict themſelves, during life, 
_ Wa variety of penitential exerciſes in ſatisfaction 
W their fins. For, this defire of ſatisfying divine 
ice, by puniſhing the ſinner, is inſeparable from 
it hatred and deteſtation of ſin, which is the very 
| of the virtue of pennance. O my ſoul, what 
nance haſt thou done for thy manifold crimes ? 
if thou ever yet ſufficieritly ſhewed the ſincerity 
thy repentance and converſion by bringing forgh 
thy fruits o penance ! O take heed, left if thou 
- WF 2ct this indiſpenſable duty of apenitent, thou find 
1, We day that thou haft deceived thyſelf, and that 
"Wo thy fins are ſtill upon thee, * T9844 
JConclude to flee from the wrath to come, by run- 
ng now to the virtue of penance, and to embrace 
nceforward a penitential life; to go daily in ſpi- 
to the feet of Chriſt, with Magdalen; and there 
bewail thy ſins: to offer him every day thy heart 
ad ſoul, to be for ever his; and not to Jet à day 
hs without offering him ſome penitential ſatisfac- 
on for thy paſt offences. Pater. Ave. 5 
MEDITATION X. 
On the ſacrament of penance. 
o ONSIDER that beſides the virtue of 
— pennance; the ſinner that has loſt his bap- 
[mal grace, muſt have recourſe alſo to the ſacta- 
ent of penance,” as to a plank after ſhipwreck ; 
hich is no leſs neceſſary after mortal fin, for deli- 
ring the ſoul from the ſecond death, than bap- 
m itſelf is for thoſe that have not yet been regene- 
ted by water and the Holy bol. This facra- 


ent, beſides the virtue of penance, which it in- 
cludes, 


( 20 J 
cludes, or preſuppoſes, implies moreover the ſinn 
confeſſion, and the prieſt's abſolution, pronoun. 
by virtue of a commiſſion from him, to-whom 
power is given in heaven and earth; and who 
been pleaſed to impart this power to his diſcip| 
and their lawful ſucceſſors: to whom he has fa 
St. John xx. As my Father ſent me, even || 
fend you. | Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt: whaſe fins 1 
hall forgive, they are forgiven to them; and whoſe} 
you ſhall retain, they are retained. Bleſs the Lord, 
ſoul, who has been pleaſed to leave in his church th 
ſacrament of reconciliation ; this wholeſome med 
cine for all thy diſeaſes; this ſalve made up wi 
the precious blood of Chriſt, to heal all thy wound 
this ſovereign reſtorative of life. Reſolve to hy 
proper recourſe to it at this time of mercy. 

2. Conſider, that if thou deſireſt to partake 
the grace of the ſacrament of penance, in the rem 
ſion of thy fins; thou muſt take care to be & 
prepared for this ſacrament ; by fervent prayer, | 
a ſerious and diligent examination into the true ſtat 
of thy conſcience; and above all by an hearty co 
trition and ſorrow for thy ſins ; joined with a fir 
reſolution of a new life: This is what thou mu 
labour to procure, as well by fervent and repeate 
prayers, as by meditations upon the moſt moyin 
truths: even ſuch as may effectually excite in the 
both the fear and love of God. Without this cat 
in preparation, and contrition, inſtead of obtain 
ing the forgiveneſs of thy fins, thou wilt be 1n dan 
ger of adding to the number of them the guilt of 
moſt grieyous ſacrilege, by the abuſe of ſo great 
facrament. O my God, ſuffer me not to be ſo u 
happy. O forgive me the many times I have it 
curred ſo heinous a guilt, | 


3» Con 


F ar -} 
{inns Conſider, O my ſoul, what thy confeſſions 
gung hitherto been: what preparation haſt thou 
* de for them; what contrition haſt thou carried 
h thee to this tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt? Has thy 
irt been ever truly changed? Has any remarkable 
endment of life followed thy confeſſions? Haſt 
zu been fincere in accufing thyſelf of thy ſins? 
not fear or ſhame prevailed upon thee to conceal 
diſguiſe them? Has not pride or ſelf-love im- 
ed upon thee ſo far as to make thee ingenious in 
eiving thyſelf, and perfuading w ba that thoſe 
nes were not ſins, or but venial, which thou waſt 
er aſhamed to confefs, or unwilling to leave? 
d will this falſe conſcience ſtand its ground when 
ith ſhall ſtare thee in the face ? will it endure the 
Punah of an all- ſeeing Judge? Conſider alſo whe- 
r thy confeſſions have been accompanied with the 
itution of ill-gotten goods; ſatisfaction for in- 
jes; reconciliation with thy enemies; putting 
ay from thee the immediate occaſions of thy ſins 
h as bad company, dangerous familiarities, con- 
rſation with ſuch perſons as allure thee to evil, 
d or prophane books, indulging an idle life? &. 
r haſt thou ever ſeriouſly thought of the obliga- 
n of theſe things? And yet without a ſerious ,' 
mination to comply out of hand with all theſe 
ies, thy confeſſions were good for nothing; thy 
ſolutions were null and facrilegious. | 
Conclude now at leaſt to rectify all that has been 
11s, and to prepare thyſelf, to make ſuch a confeſ- 
n now as thou wouldſt be glad to make if thou 
rt ſure to appear on the ſame day before the judg- 
nt ſeat of Chriſt. And if, upon adviſing with: 
director thou find that there is no dependance 
be made upon thy - paſt performances,” reſolve: 
w upon a good general confeſſion, to clear up 
accounts once for all. Pater. Ave. M E- 


Waits but for the beck of the great Maſter of 
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MEDITATION XI. 


On the evil of the delay of repentance. | 
1. CE ONSIDE R the dreadful danger the fin 


is expoſed to, all the time he remaing.y 
der the guilt "of mortal ſin: Alas! the ſword 
the divine juſtice, which is infinitely provoked 
impenitence, is every moment hanging over 
head, and juſt ready to fall upon him: the ju 
ments of God threaten him on all ſides; hell | 
low-opens wide her jaws to devour him; the de 


and death to deſtroy him, and carry him aw 
and all this while he is hanging over a bottom 
pit of unquenchable fire, ſupported only by a fle 
der thread of a brittle uncertain life: which i 
the hands of that God, whom he has made 
enemy, and who has an od hatred for his fu 
Ah! my ſoul, is not this thy caſe at preſent? 
open thy eyes, and fee the dangers that. furroy 
thee; and make haſte to return to God whilſt th 
haſt time, or very quickly there will be no tin 
for thee. - Give ear to the admonition of the Spi. 
of God by the mouth of the wiſe man (Eccigſigli - 
v. 8, 9) Delay not to be converted to the Lord, Men 

it not from day to day; for his wrath will M. 
on a ſudden wes! in the time. af vengeance 5 
wrll deſtroy thee. Alas! has it not been _1o. will ;, 
millions? Vea millions are now burning in hall 
who no more deſigned to go thither than tha 
doſt at preſent; but by putting off their repentai 


and converſion;; they provoked God to cut them ll - 
in their ſins; and to caſt them into that diſa el 
a 


pit, where the worm never dies, ow 8 e ig #0 
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2. Conſider the preſumption the ſinner is guilty 
f in willfully perfi in fin, upon Gelonff. 


Jaſter of it) ſo far from promiſing time to ſueh as 
|-fer their repentance, has often declared to ſinners 
hat he will not give them the time they promiſe 


night, when they leaſt expect him. Much lefs 
an they flatter themſelves that thoſe preſing calls 
ind graces which they have ſo long deſpiſed, and 
aſt behind their back, will be always at their 
ommand ; when by their obſtinacy” and impeni- 


cee they have hardened their hearts againſt them; 
* 1d removed God at a diſtance from them. O ſin- 
e, give car for once to the wisdom of God. 


Proverbs i. O children, hoto long will you" lobe chijd- 
ee, Sc. Berauſe I have called, and yo habs refuſed 
to hear. I have firetebei out my hand, am yum tial 


neglected my reprebenſimm. © Therefore will I 40% 
Me ar your deſtruction, and will moet toben, th 
which. you feard ſhall come upon you. Then" ſball they 
call upon me, and I will not hear, &c. Gwe eur to 


Ve may be found-* call upon him while' he is near, Be- 


b now is the ' ateeptable time, behold now” is the 
%% ſolvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. O let us\ embrace 
0 this preſent time, this fayourable opportunity, 


the laſt perhaps that God will offer us. 


ſuch as defer their reconciliation with God to®the 
end of their life, with a formal deſign of putting 
a cheat upon divine juſtice, by indulging them- 

ſelves 


? #1 F 
%..% 


ence of a future converſion. "Alas! the time to 
ome is not at our di{poſal : we eannot promiſe our- 
ves one hour of it. And God (who alone is the 


hemſelves; but will come upon them life'u thief in 


roug.. regard me. You have defp1 2d'all my counſels,” a 


the prophet Iſalat, chap. lv. 6. Seek the Tord awhile | | 


3. Conſider the deſperate folly and madneſs of | 
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ſelves. in fin all their life time, and then thinkin 
of repentance when they can fin no longer. Un 
happy wretches! who will. find to their coſt tha 
God is not to be mocked. Gal. vi. 6. The gener 
rule is, that what a man ſoweth, the ſame ſhall 
reap : and as a man lives ſo ſhall he die. 'Th 
death-bed performances of habitual finners an 
very little to be relied upon at beſt ; becauſe per. 
ſons at that time are very. unfit for prayer, and in 
capable of attention to . or meditating. on 
the great truths, which may effectually turn theit 
heart from the affection of ſin to the love of God. 
But as for ſuch as with a premeditated deſign put 
off their converſion to the laſt ;. it is well if one in 


a thouſand of them meets even with the poorli 


chance of a death-bed repentance; Such preſump- 


tuous ſinners, as we ily ſce, either die ſuddenly; of 


are taken out of their ſenſes before they apprehend 
their danger, or flatter themſelves, or are flattered 
by thoſe about them, into a conceit that they are 
not dying, when they are, or (which is the moi 
common of all) as they forget God in their lite 
time, forget themſelves at their death. O theu 
art juſt, O Lord, and thy judgment is right. 

onclude not to defer even for one day (much 
leſs till death) thy reconciliation with God, for 
even that day may be thy laſt. Remember that 
impenitence is the high road to perdition: and 
that ſuch is the unhappy nature of ſin, when not 
effaced by a ſpeedy repentance, that it makes the 
poor ſinner fall — * again, till he contracts a has 
bit; out of which, too, too often he never riſes 
more. N | 15 | 
Pater. Ave. 
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MEDITATION XII. 


Dn the vanity of all thoſe things that keep the fo inner 
from returning to God. | 


{ $65 e how truly vain all thoſe 
things are which poor deluded worldlings 

refer before their God: mere bubbles, and trifles, 
alſe appearances, deceitful baits, laid by the ene- 
1y to catch their ſouls; gilded pills that cnceal 2 
deadly pojſon which turns their heads, and lulls 
hem afleep; and makes them imagine, in their 
lream, that they are great and rich, and wallow- 
ng in pleaſure. But it is but a deluding dream; 
hich will ſhortly end: and then theſe airy tha. 

Jows will all vaniſh, and leave both their hands 
and hearts empty. 2 ye chilken F men, bot long 


Mol! you be in love with vanity, how long will you 
2 after mere lies and deceit. 


Reflect upon thoſe 
hat are gone before you, upon thoſe that habe en- 
oyed the moſt that this world could afford of ho- 
nours, riches, and pleaſures; and tell me What 
judgment you. think they make of them now: O 


they will cry out with Solomon (Hcclgſigſtes ii. 17.) 


that in all theſe things they found nothing but da- 
ity and vexation of ſpirit. They will loudly con- 
emn their own folly. and * * in ſetting their 
on upon ſuch toys, to the lols of God and their 
JOU1S 
2, Conſider and take a view of theſe worldly als; 
heſe honours, theſe riches, theſe. pleaſures; and 


ſee with what toil they are acquired; with what cares 


nd fears they are poſſeſſed ; how eaſily they are loft; 


what evils, what flavery they are often expoſed to; 


ow ſhort, how unconſtant they are; how falſs 
and deceitful; how embittered with gall; how 
can | 2nd unyorthy the affections of a chriſtian; 


A 5 - how - 
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how far Beneath the dignity of an immortal ſpig 
{nade for nothing leſs than God; and how une 
pable of giving any ſolid content or ſatisfaction : 
a heart, that can never reſt but in its Maker, Q 
how wretchedly miſerable are all they who are flave 


to things ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo filthy, as thoſe are 0 
which worldlings generally ſacrifice their all ! hoy 
wretched is that life that is all ſpent in weaving 0 
cobwebs, in running after butterflies, in catching i 
thadows ! in ſquandering away thoſe precious houn 65 


given to ſecure to the foul a happy eternity, 1 
dreſſing out, or pampering a carcaſe that mul 
quickly be the food of worms, in impertine: 
amuſements, in idle and ſinful converſation, i 
hearkening to ſcandal; in ſotting in taverns d 
ale-houſes, in loitering in coffee -houſes, in hangin 
cover a pack of cards, in gazing at a ſet of mimic 
coped up in a play-houſe, and ſuch like emp 
fooleries. Surely ſuch a life muſt be moſt irkſom 


and tedious, void of all true content, joy, peace off ſu 
comfort here, and of all proſpect of - happinel 9 
hereafter. ' | = IF 

3. Conſider how this folly.and miſery of wor 
lings is deſcribed by the prophet. Iſaias, chap. u 3 
where he tells them, that they put their truſt ulfl 11 
that which is a mere nothing; that they beak u ite 
ities; that is, that their whole difcourſe and co pl 
verfation is empty, fooliſh, and nothing to the pur tn 
poſe.; that they conceive labour, and bring forth in Da 
guity that they are ſitting day and night upo tn 
the eggs of aſþs (moſt poiſonous ſerpents) which i w 
they eat will bring preſent death; and if they h, or 
will turn out ſerpents and deſtroy them. T (| 
all their works are but ſpending their bowels ni 
weaving ſpiders webs, which can never cloath then Gi 


unprefitable works, fit for nothing but to catch a . 


{ 


A 2 
hat their thou ughts ts and devices are all vain and 
unprofieable; and their ways lead to deſtruction: 
that they are ſtrangers to the way of peace; that 
their paths are crocked,; and there is ng judgment in 
their ſteps ; and that whoſoever treadeth in them know- 
Wh us peace. Ah! the wretched choice which 
blind mortals make, when they turn away from 
God, after cheating vanities, and lying madneſſes. 
O my ſoul be thou more wiſe 
Conclude to deſpiſe the world and all its fooler- 
Wics; and to turn now at leaſt with all thy heart 
| from vanity to truth. Pater, Ave. 


MEDITATION XII. 
On the happineſs of ſerving God. 


1. CO N SID ER theſe words of the prophet, 

(Jai. iii.) Say to the juft man, It is wall 
and ws on the many advantages which this ſhort 
word well compriſes and enfures to the juſt, both 
for time and eternity. Honour, riches, and plea- 
ſure, are the things on which the world ſets the 
greateſt value: but they are not to be found where 
the world ſeeks them, but only in the fervice of 
God, It is a greater Honour to be a ſervant of 
God, than to be the emperor or all the earth. 
What then mult it be to be his friend and favour- 
ite; to be his ſpouſe, to be his child, to be his tem- 
ple? Can any worldly honours be compared with 
theſe? How glorious a dignity is it to be heir ap- 
parent to a heavenly and eternal kingdom: and in 
the mean time during this mortal pilgrimage to 


ſpir 
unca 
tion ti 


15 walk and converſe with God, to be as familiar as 
1 one pleaſes with this great King; to go into his 


cloſet when we will; to have an aſſurance from 
him of a favourable audience, of obtaining all re- 
then queſts? &c, How truly honourable to have one's 
ö C 2 Name 
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name enrolled in the book of life; one's charad 
eſtabliſhed, not in the village of this world (whi 
. nevertheleſs cannot help admiring and eſteemin 
true virtue) but in the great city of God, & 
heavenly Jeruſalem ? O my ſoul, let ſuch hongy 
as theſe be the only objects of thy ambition, 
22. Conſider how rich the juſt man is: not alwy 
in theſe worldly poſſeſſions, Which every accident 
may take away, and which can never ſatisfy th 
heart; but in treaſures infinitely more valuable, 
virtue, grace, and merit, which all the money 
the world is not ſufficient to purchaſe; and whic 
make the ſoul rich for all eternity. But the et 
vants of God have a far greater treaſure than thi 
viz. God himſelf; whom the whole world cannd 
take from them, as long as they take care not 
drive him away by wilful fin.” He is their protetii 
- and their reward ducceding great, Gen. xv. He isal 
ways with them; he is a tender father to them; f 
eye of his ſpecial providence is ever upon them 
his Angels encamp about them, to defend then 
from evil. In a word, God is all things to the 
that fear and love him: ſo that even as to world 
goods, he never forſakes thoſe that do not firſt fo 
lake him. O my ſoul, ſee thou ſeek no other tres 
ſure but him: fear no loſs but the loſing of hin 
If thou haſt him, nothing can make thee miſerable 
but without him nothing can make thee happy. 
3. Conſider the p/co/ures that attend a virtuos 
life: ſuch as the ſatisfaction, peace, and joy of 
good conſcience; the ſenſe that holy ſouls have 
God's goodneſs and love for them; the experiend 
they have of his ſweetneſs in their recollection a 
prayer; the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt; ail 
the raviſhing (delights they often find in God a 
certain ſoretaſte of the joys of heaven: the comfort 


1] 
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this? Why doft thou live as if thou wert to be al. 
ways here? Why doſt thou fooliſhly imagine that 
death, which is-daily carrying off ſo many of thy 
neighbours, .is {ill at a diſtance from thee ? O he 
not fo blind] but give ear to the repeated voices of 
the dead, calling to thee from the filent monuments: 
Remember what has befallen us; for in like man- 
ner it ſhall be with thee. It was our turn yeſler- 
day it will be thine to day. | 
2. Conſider, that thou canſt die but once; and 
that upon that one momEtmt of death depends an 
eternity, If thou die well, it will be well with thee 
for endleſs ages; bur/if thou die ill, thou muſt paß 
ſrom death to a ſecond death, to the very extremi- 
ty of miſery, without end or remedy, how hard 
it is to do that well, which we can do but once; 
and cannot try or practiſe beforehand! O my foul, 
fee then thou take care to ſtudy well this leflon! 
O make it the great buſineſs of thy life to learn to 
die well | Remember that there is no ſecurity 
againſt an evil death, but a good life, Every thing 
elſe leayes thee expoſed to Treadful uncertainties, 
eſpecially fince thou art quite in the dark, as to the 
time, and manner, arid all the circumſtances of thy 
death; and knoweſt not whether thou ſhalt not be 
matched away without any help at all, and with 
thou leaſt expeReſt it. „ 1 
3. Conſider the ſeparation Which death makes 
between the foul and body; and how theſe two M. 
therto individual companions take quite different 
+8 The body quickly becomes a loathſome ob- 
ject, which its deareſt friends can fearce endute: 
and which haſtens fo Faſt to corruption, that they 
are obliged wirhin a few days to get it but 6f the 
Hhouſe, and lay it deep under ground, that ft 
may not infect the air. And what company does it 
meet 
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meet with there; but ſwarms of maggots and wortns? 
O] remember, man, that than art duſt, and ino 
auſ won ſhalt return. O reflect what will very 
quickly be the end of the fading beauty of the: 
— which ſn often allures thee to fin! But which 
way does the foul take when ſhe leaves the body? 
what company does ſhe preſently meet with in the 
region of ſpirits? what horrors and terrors at the 
ſight of the devils, and the violent attempts they 
then make upon her? How gladly would Ihe then 
be rid of that viper's brood of her own fins, with 
which ſhe ſees herſelf ſurrounded, and which ery 
aloud for juſtice againft her? O my ſoul, think 
well on theſe things whilſt thou haſt time: and 
prevent the diſmal conſequences of leaving them-to 
be thought of when it ſhall be too late. 5 
5 Conclude to ſet thy houſe in order now by a ſeri- 
ſoul, ous examination of the ſtate, of thy ſoul, and by 
on reQifying all that has hitherto been amiſs, by per- 
n to nance, and a new life. Ol never venture to live 
rity one day in that ſtate in which thou mens: nok 


in; dare ta die! Pater. Ave. 

les, | | 

the MEDITATION W. 
o On the ſentiments of the ſoul at the proces of | 
death. 


C ONSIDER how different a judgment 

the foul will make of all things, at the ap- 
proaches of death, from that which {Ev is apt to 
make in life: How the world will then turn 'up- 
ſide down before her eyes. Ah! my ſoul, how 
wilt thou then deſpiſe all waddly honours and pre- 
ferments, when thou ſhalt fee chyſelf at the brink 
of the grave, where the worms will make no di- 
ſtinction between the king and the beggar ! How 
little account wilt STS make of the praiſe 
eelteem, 


. 

eſteem; or love of men, who will now think no 
more of thee] How wilt thou then undervalut 
thy riches, when thou ſhalt fee them ſlipping d- ] i 
from thee; and leaving thee? nothing but a coffin Wl 1;z 
and a ſhroud! How deſpicable will all worldly 14 
Healutes appear in thy eyes, which at the beſt 
could never give true ſatisfaction, and now ſhew the 
hat they are, and turn into ſmoke? O let us mabe W ou 
the fame. judgment nom concerning all thoſe things N w. 
a8 we ſhall do then] leteus weigh them all in theſes bri 
ſcales, and we ſhall not be cheated; * For why sh. 
ſhould we fet our affections upon ſuch ſhort-lived N w. 
flippery, toys? why ſhould we admit of a love that wi 
cannot ſtand the teſt of dea! N 
2. Conſider, O my ſoul,” what will chen * chy 
| ſentiments with regard to thy. ins; of which thou 
haſt hitherto perhaps made but ſmall account. 0 
how hideous: how odious will they then appear to 
. thee ! how numerous, how) enbrmous! O what 
uiſhi what remorſe ! what dread! What confu- 
fon]! what deſpair! will invade a poor ſinner at 
that hour, when he ſhall ſee before his eyes ſuch 
2rmies of ſins ſet in array againſt him, appearing all 
now in their own ugly and monſtrous ſhapes, which 
he had never remarked before; and afſaulting, him 
with their united forces! Will he not then begin 
lenſibly to feel the gripes of that neyer-dyingworin, 
which is one of the worlt of the torments of hell? 
Will he ht then lamentably cry out; Ah, the 
Hrroꝛos of death have encompaſſed me; and the perils 
| hell have found me, Pſalm cxiv. On the other 

hand, how beautiful then will the way of vix⸗ 
tue appear in his eyes]! O how will he with to have 
followed; that charming path ! But alas! time is? 
now no more: He is juſt now launching forthe 
with all his evils, into eternity, an immenſe oceanys 
©" tau 
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J 
to whoſe further ſhore the poor ſailor can never 
reach; and which he has ſo much reaſon to fear 


wilt be--to him an eternity of woe. O! let my ſoul 
die the doath f the iuſt: and let my latter end be like 


1% theirs, Numb. Xxiii. 


3. Conſider, what will then be the ſentiments of 
the foul with regard to the value of time; that pieci- 
ous time which is now fo prodigally ſquandered a- 
way. O how will ſhe then wiſh that ſhe could 
bring back any part of the time paſt! what would 
ſhe not give for one hour of it? Verily a thouſand 
worlds, if ſhe were miſtreſs of them. But what 
will her ſentiments then be of the value of grace? 
How bitterly will ſhe regret the neglect of ſo many 
calls and invitations of her gracious God, the loſs. 
of ſo many favourable opportunities; the abuſe of 
the ſacrements z the miſemploying ſo many of God's. 
gifts and talents?! Ah! how many great but un- 
grateful truths ] will then diſcover themſelves to the 


toner: againſt which he had ſhut his eyes before 


How will the falſe reaſonings of the world, the de- 
luſtons of his on paſhons,, the ſubtleties of his. 
ſelt· love, the affected ignorance of things he had 
no mind to know, and all the deceitful pretexts- 
of a falſe conſcience, forſake the, fi inner at the ap-" 
proaches of death; and leave him in 96, ſurch, at 
the time of; his greateſt diftreſs ?: 1 | 
Conclude to take up no thoſe ALE with*. 
relation to all theſe things, that will ſtand by, thee” 
at the hour of|,thy,death.. For why ſhould thou, 
zuy longer ſuffer. thyſelf to be BE dupe of the” 
world, the fleſn, and the devil, and give into“ 
their impoſtures, töõ the eternal loſs his ie 
2 ? Pater, © Aus. : * 5 | 
: | 0 4 EY 75 
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MEDITATION XVI. 
| Oh Judgment. mr 
1. (CONSIDER, O my foul, that after thy 
departure hence, thou wilt be cited to ap- 
pear at the bar of divine juſtice; there to give an 
account of thy whole life; there to be tried; in 
order to be doomed to life, or death eternal, accor- 
ding to thy works. And haſt thou ever yet ſeri- 
ouſly thought of this great trial; which is to decide 
thy lot for eternity? How ſtands thy account, if 
this night thou ſhouldſt be called to the bar? Tt 
may be thy cafe: for the Son of man will come like 
4 thief inthe night, when leaſt expected. Take care 
then to be always feady. Ever remember that the 
eye of him, who is then to be thy judge, is now al- 
ways upon thee, and that all thy thoughts, words 
and actions, are daily fet down in his great book, 
which will be produced at thy trial. 1 40 
2. Conſider all the circumſtances of this judge- 
ment: what kind of judge thou'artto appear before: 
by what law thou art to be tried: who will be thy 
accuſer ; who the witnefs: What fentence will be 
pronounced when che trial is over. The judge is 2 
God from Whom nothing can be hid: a'God'whom 
none can refiſt: a God from whoſe judgment 
none can appeal : a God of infinite purity: in *whaſe 
fight the very heavens art not clean: u God of inß- 
nite fanctity, Who hates iniquity with an infinite 
hatred: a God infinitely quit, who has by an eter- 
nal decree fixed this juſt rule, that after giving us 
-our day in this world for obtaining mercy, he will 
take his day in the next life to judge y man adcbr- 
ding to his works. The law by Which we ſhall be 
tried will be the commandments of God, and the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: Our accuſers will be the 2 
* on 
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"TW? 
vils, and the accomplices of our crimes: eſpecially 
ſuch as we have drawn into ſin: the blood of whoſe 
ſouls will cry out for vengeance againſt us : The 
witneſſes will be our own guilty conſcience : And 
the ſentence will be an unchangeable, irrevocable, 
eternal doom either to heaven or hell. O my foul, 
ſce thou never forget theſe truths. Let thy whole 
life be a preparation for this great trial. 

3. Conſider what an account will be then. de- 
manded of thy ſtewardſhip. Thou wilt be exa- 
mined how thou haſt dricharged thyſelf of every 
branch of thy duty, both in general, and in parti- 
cular, to God, to thy neighbour, and to thyſelf. 
How thou haſt employed thy time? What uſe thou 
halt made of the talents God entruſted thee with? 
In what manner thou haſt correſpanded. with the 
graces thou haſt received? What profit thou haſt 
reaped from the ſacraments, from the word of God, 
from the favourable circumſtances in Which God 
has placed thee ? &. There the whole hiſtory of 
thy life, all thy hidden ſins, all thy fins of commiſ- 
ſion or omillion, even to every idle word, and every 
thought and motion of thy heart, ſhall be expoſed 
in their true light. Thy very good works ſhall be 
nicely ſifted, and weighed, in the unerring balance 
ef the Gnfuary: in which the works that are maſt 
admired by deluded mortals are often found to be 
of no weight at all. O my. poor foul, what ſhalt 
thou be able to anſwer, under ſo ſtrict an examina- 
tion? How ſhalt thou endure the dreadful fight of 
fo many ſins as Mall then appear againſt thee ? In 
what wretehed plight ſhalt thou ſtand before the juſt 
Judge? Which way ſhalt thou look for relief er 
ns 204 0 enter not into judgment with thy fore. 
vant, O. Lord : far us 3 be juſt * 1 


| 6% fight. PU een 9 3 N. © Con- 
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Conclude to judge thyſelf now, and cvfidemh 
thyſelf to a life of penance; that the judgment of 
God may ſpare ttice hereafter. Make thyfelf nom 
a proviſion of good works, which may ſtand by 
thee then, when all things elſe ſhall leave thee. 
Follow' the advice of him that is to be thy Judge; 
Tue xxi. 26. Watch ye, praying at all times, that 
you may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe thingy 
that are to come, and fland before the Son of man. na 
Pater. Ave. me 
5% +>MEDTTATION XVI. co 
On the great actunting day. = LL 
YONSTDEFR, that after many dreadfut I a 
ſign and preſages, which ſhall cauſe men to I h. 
pine away with fear and anguiſh; a day ſhall come {t 
on a ſudden that ſhall put an end to this world, I © 
2nd all theſe painted toys that the world fo much 
admires. A fire raging like a torrent ſhall ſweep off, 
andconfume all it ſhall find upon the whole face of 
the earth, and reduce all to aſhes. Where then, 
| worldlings, will be your ſtate and pomp 3 your 
palaces and gardens, your plate and jowels, your 
honours, riches, and pleaſures, and whatſoever elſe 
you ſeem to poſſeſs in this dream of your mortal life? 
Alas; all theſe things at laſt muſt end in ſmoke, 
and when you awake you ſhall find nothing in your 
hangs. Pf. Ixxv. O that men would te wiſe, and 
would under tand, and would look forward upon their 
inff things. Dent. XxX8- 0 my ſoul, do thou at 
teaft learn to be wiſe,” and inſtead of ſetting thy 
Feart upon theſe worldly bubbles, lay up thy treaſure 
in heaven; chere alone it ir be out of” the reach 
of this halt fig. 
2. Conſider, how at the! voice af hb archangel 
Mik the lalt trumpet, Arie, ye dead, and come 1 


ge t; all the children of Adam, from the firſt 
oy to 


" 27+). 
emi o the laſt, ſhall by the almighty power of God be 
it of W:iſcd in an inſtant from death to life: and every 
now Wou! ſhall be united again to its own body, never 
1 by more to part for eternity; But O the immenſe dif- 
hee, Wicrcnce between the bodies of the juſt, and of the 
Ive; Wicked, perfectly ſuitable to their reſpective merits 
hat © The one ſhall be more bright and glorious than the 
g, ſun; the other moſt hideous, loathſome, and abomi- 
an. Enable. Then all this vaſt aſſembly ſhall go forth to 
meet the great Judge; and every eye ſhall ſee him 
coming down from heaven with great power. and 
maje/ty ; armed with all the terrors of his: juſtice; 
and environed with all his heavenly legiens. Before 
him ſhall be carried the royal ſtandard of his croſs, 
ſhining more bright than the ſun, to the great 
comfort of the good, and the intolerable anguiſh 
h and confuſion of the wicked, for having made fo 
, little advantage of the unſpeakable benefit of their 
of |. redemption.. Then, at the command of the Judge, 
5, the good ſhall be in an inſtant ſeparated from the 
ir bad, and placed at his right hand; and all the bad; 
x with the devils who deceived; them, ſhall be driven 
e to the left, O ! everlaſting ſeparation, after which 
ij theſe two companies ſhall never meet. And haſt 
4 
; 


thou, my ſoul, ever well. conſidered the part thou 
art to act in this laſt ſcene ? What prouviſion doſt 
thou make for this great appearance? With What 
eyes couldſt thou look upon the Judge? In which of 

thoſe two companies doſt thou expect to be placed: 

O hearken now to the ſummons of the great trum- 

pet of the goſpel calling thee from the death of ſin 
to the life of grace: ſecure now to thyſelf a part in 

the firſt reſurractian + keep now thy body and ſoul 

pure from ſin; attend continually irit upon 

him that is to be thy judge; — his ** by a 
penitential life; fly from the midſt of this. 


n | 

"(-5:98." } 
of the world, and its wicked company and convey 
ſation: and thou ſhalt have nothing to fear at thay 
_ Conſtder how mean a figure the grande, 
the rich, the worldly wiſe, the valiant heroes, the 
telebrated beauties of this world, thall make in 
that confuſed multitude at the left hand of the Judpe, 
What will their ſentiments be then of all thoſ 
worldly advantages ? How will they with a thoy- 
dand and a thouſand times, they had been always 


little and contemptible in this life, poor, meek, 


and humble; when they ſhall fee ſuch as theſe, 
whom heretofore they ſo much deſpiſed, now 
crowned with glory and dignity, ſtrength, and 
beauty; and advaneetl to a kingdom of never-ends 
ing bliſs But how inſupportable will the confuſion 
of the wicked be when the books of conſciences 
ſhall be laid open; and all the guilt of their 
whole lives expoſed to the publick view of that 
great aſſembly of the whole univerſe, viſible and 
evident tothe eyes of all, both angels and men, 
good and bad? Ah! poor finner, here wilt thou 

then bidde thy head? What ſhame, what anguith 
will oppreſs thee, when all thy crimes and abomi- 
nations; all thy works of darkneſs, which thou 
imaginedſt would never be known, and which per- 
haps thou couldſt not find in thy heart to diſcloſe 
even to one perſon, tied by all laws to a perpetual 
ſeerecy, ſfralbbe difplayed before thy face, with all 
their aggravating circumitances, in this great con- 
liſtory uf the w hole 1univerte ? But how wilt thou 
endwe the angry countenance of the Judge? How 
wilt thou bear the juſt re proaches he will then make 
thee ? Ho wilt thou call upon the mountains to 
fall upon thee; aud 10 hide thee from his wrath, 
winch till be as infuppestable:to ihec as hel} 1 f 
| Con- 
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6 39 )- 
one, Conclude to take ſuch meaſures now in this thy. 
at thy, as may effectually ſecure thee againſt all this 
cene of confuſion and irremediable woe in the day- - 


indees, ff the Lord. Pater. Aue. 


es, th 
Ake in MEDITATION XVIIL 
Judge. On the la the good and bad: 


2 18 ONSIDER ir, theſe laſt great aſſiaes wilt 
be concluded by a definitive ſentence 2 b 
= vhich the juſt, after a glorious rehearſal of all their 
neck, Food works, ſhall be called up to a kingdom, where 
theſe, [arrows never enter, and joys never end: but the 
nom wicked ſhall be — * to the dungeon of ver- 
and Y/-/ing fire. Give ear, my ſoul, in ſpirit, to that ſweet 
ends and amiable invitation (which thou hopeſt ſhall be 
ion None day thine) by which thy dear Lord ſhall call his 
ices ſervants, his friends, and his children into the happy 
heir N manſions of bliſs : Come ye bleſſed of my Father, take 
bat 520 fron f the kingdum prepared for you from the begin- 
nd Wing of the world, Matt. xxv. O come from the vale 
en, Nof tears to the raviſhing joys of my heavenly paradiſe: 
ou ¶ me from atedious baniſhment to your true country, 
th your bleſſed home, in the fair and lovely manſions f 
is the eternal Sion. Came, enter into the joy of your Lord; 
u the kingdom prepared for you, where you af fin? 
all that poſſibly can be deſired, and united together, 
6 en univerſal bleſſing for endleſs ages. 'O'hap appy 
4 @ invitation! O my ſoul, do thou alpite always K 
| Þ after this happineſs. 7 have rejoiced, aid» the 
„ Þ© royal prophet, Hf. Exxi. at the things that have ben 
| Bord to mee Mie ſball go into the boaſe of tha Lord. -- 
| 2. Confider, with fear and trembling, the dread- - 
ful ſentence that ſhall pal upon the wicked. De- 
ng 100 tohich 
att. xxv. Ke 
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Depart, g, be gone for ever from me: far from tie 
joys of my kingdom, and the ſociety of my chil- 
dren, into the place you have blindly preferred be- 
fore heaven; the darkfome dungeons of hell below, 
which were prepared for fatan and his aſſociates, 
whoſe part you have taken againſt me. O terrible 
excommunication, to be cut off for ever from the 


ſociety of Jeſus Chfiſt and his ſaints! O cruel di- | 


vorce; to be eternally ſeparated from God, and all 
that is good! O diſmal, and everlaſting baniſhment 
from the city of God {TW into the low and hor- 
rid region of the ſecond death! Ah! wretches, who 
make ſo little now of loſing your God, by mortal 
ſin, what will you then think when you ſhall be 
doomed to this eternal ſeparation from the ſource 
of all good? But whither are you to go from him? 
Alas ! into everlaſting fire, there to burn as long 
as God is God, in the company of the devil and 
his angels, O dreadful eternity. 

. Conſider that terrible and univerſal curſe, - 
which this ſentence of condemnation involves, De- 
part from me, ye curſed, ſays the ſovereign Judge: 
as if he ſhould fay, You ſhall go from me, but 
take my cur ſe along with vou. I would have N 
you my bleſſing; but you would not receive jt: 

1 5 you have choſen; and a curſe ſhall be your 5 
laſting Tot. It Hall ſtick cloſe to you, like a garment, 


which you ſhall never put off; it ſnall enter Into your 


very. bowels; and ſearch the very marrow of your 
bones. A curſe upon your eyes, never to fee the 
leaſt glimpſe of comfortable light: a curſe upon 
your ears, to hear no other muſic for all eternity 
but frightful ſhricks and groans: a curſe on your 
taſte, - to, he for, ever embittered with the gall of 


dragons :. a curſe on your ſmell; to be always tor- 


ments with the intoberable Rench of the bottomleſs. 


pit; 


1 


1e] 
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pit a 110% on your feeling, pet all the mem. 


n the 


6 E ers of your body, to be ever burning, and never 
Kin onſume, in a fire that ſhall not be quenched: a 
0 ine on your underſtanding, never to be enlight- 


ned with any ray of truth: "2 curſe upon your will, 
never to attain to any thing that it loves and deſires, 
but always to be bound down to what it hates and 
abhors: a curſe upon your memory, to be ever revolv- 
ing, in the bitterneſs of a fruitleſs repentance, the 
folly and vanity of thoſe ſhort-lived” pleaſures and 
orldly toys, for which you have forfeited heaven: 
a curſe upon your conſcience, to be ever gnawed by 
the worm that never dies: a curſe upon your whole 

ſoul, to be a hell to itſelf, ever to be torn in pieces 
rith moſt violent paſſions of fury, envy, hatred and 
leſpair. Good God] let it never be my misfortune 
o incur this dreadful and ĩrrevocable curſe. But fee 
ow this ſentence is no ſooner pronounced, butthe 
Farth opens, and ſwallows down at once all this 
vretched multitude, with the devils that ſeduced 
hem, into the loweſt hell: and then the gate is ſhut 
pon them; never, never to be opened. O the fatal 
onſequences of 1 N N O the diſmal end 
of carnal pleaſures ! 
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11 Conclude to turn now to God with thy whole 
MT eert; and henceforward to ſtick cloſe to Hm: 
u. J ſhalt thou ſecure to thyſelf a — at the laſt 
ur ay, Pater. Ave. 

| MEDITATION. XIX- 

ty On Hell. 

iy ONSIDER that it will be of uo fall | 
of ſervice to keep thee from going down into 
Fi, bell after death, if thou wilt now, by a ſerious 
„ W<ditation, go down thither whilſt thou art alive, 


and take a full view of that wretched place by the 


help 


ap 
: 


| (14. ) 
help of thoſe lights, which the unerring word of 
God and the writings of the ſaints will furnith thee 
with. Theſe will ſhew thee ſome part at leaſt of the 
many miſeries which hell involves. A. dying life 
© or rather a living death: a darkſome priſon, a loath 
© ſome dungeon; a binding hand and foot in eterna 
© chains; a land of horror and miſery; a lake of 
© fire and brimſtone; a bottowleis pit, devouring 
flames: a ſerpent ever gnawing; a worm that ne 
« ver dies; a body always burning and never conſu- 
med; a feeling always freſh for ſuffering; a thi 
© never extinguiſhed; perpetual weeping ; wailing 
* and gnaſhing of teeth; no other company but 
© the devils and damned wretches ; all hating and 
* cutling one another; all hating and curſing God; 
< ſpirits always in an agony and ſick to death; 
< yet neyer meeting with that death, that they ſc 
much deſire; caſt forth from the face of Goc 
into the land of oblivion ; hated and abhorrec 
* by God and his ſaints; having none to comfort 
© them, none to pity them; wounded to the heart the 
© with the ſenſe of loſt happineſs; and oppreſledf (eye 
' © with the feelings of preſent miſery. And all theſey led 
© fulrings everlaſting, without the leaſt hope off pier 
+ eng, intermiſſion, or zemiflion,* Such is hell ac- men 
cording to the ſcripture, and the uniform doctrineſ part 
of the ſaints, Such is the bitter cup of which aui ſhal 
the wicked muſt drink. Pſ. Ixxiv. _ miſſ 
+2, Conſider, that in hell every vice will meet with neec 
its peculiar torment. There the proud fhall be de- nal 
baſed and confounded, and trodden under foot by abid 
itfulting devils. There the covctous and the lo- erer. 
vers -of this world ſhall groan under the extremity han; 
of want and miſery : there the laſcivious ſhall ex- wh 
change their dark and filthy pleaſures for ſtinking — 
fulphur and black flames: there the former objects ing 
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ot their luſts, and the partners of their crimes, 
nel hall torture them more than the very devils. There 
le guttons and drunkards ſhall be oppreſſed with an 
h- inſupportable hunger and thirſt ; and ſhall not be 
nay ble to obtain ſo much as one drop of water to oo 
ul their tongue. There every ſenſe ſhall have its hell. 
nog The eyes ſhall be condemned to perpetual darkneſs ; 
to a gloomy region, where no ſun, no moon, no 
u- dars appear; to a diſmal night which knows no 
iy morning; to a black fire, which affords no light; 
ugh except it be to diſcover to thoſe wretches ſuch ob- 
uy jects as may ſerve to torment their ſight, The eats 
aaf {hall there be for ever entertained wir the melan- 
di chioly muſick of hell, perpetual howlings, groans 
and ſhrieks, horridle curſes and blaſphemies. And 
oF ſo of the other ſenſes, Good God! let my poor 
Aa ſoul never experience any part of this miſerr. 
3. Confider, that as all the bodily ſen- 
ly ſes, the feeling is that by which we uſuaily offend 
ty the moſt, ſo it is the ſenſe which will be the moſt 
ea leverely tormented in hell, by a dreadful fire Rind- 
cY led by the breath of an angry God a fire that fall 
oi pierce the damned, through and through, in all their 
e members; that ſhall penetrate into all their inward 
iy parts, and even reach their very fouls; a fire that 
uy thall prey upon them for ever, without any inter- 
miſſion, and yet never conſume them, nor ſtand in 
Ng need all the while of any other fewel but the eter- 
J nal ſtain of fin. Ah! finners, which of ybu a cn 
70 abide this drvorring fire ? which of you can endure 
"NY ternal burning If you cannot to hold your. 
hand in the flames for one quarter of a minute, 
oy will you be fo mad as to be continually ex- 
poling yourſelf by fin to the evident danger of dutn- 
ing for all eternity, both body and foul, in the 
mercileſs flames of hell ? 8 
N- 
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Conclude, ſeeing thou canſt endure ſo little here, 
bc take the moſt eſſectual means thou art able, now 


coming into this place of torments. The fire of 
hell can burn nothing but wilful ſin. Get rid of 


this enormous evil, and hell thall have no A of 
thee. Parer. Ave. | 


MEDITATION xx. 
On the interior pains of hell. 


10 ONSIDE R that the fire of hell, with 
all the reſt of the exteriar torments which 
the damned muſt for ever endure in that woful 
place, are terrible indeed; but no ways comparable 
to the interior pains of the ſoul. That pena damn, 
or eternal loſs of God, and of all that is good; 3 that 
perpetual ſenſe of this loſs; and that extremity of 
anguiſh which ever attends it; that rueful remorſe, 
and perpetual gnawing of the worm of conſcience ? 
that everlaſting rage and deſpair; that complication 
of ſo many other racking tortures in the inward 
powers and faculties. of the ſoul; are, in the judge- 
ment of fthe divines, torments incomparably greater 
than any thing that can be ſuffered in the body. 
O] it is true that even here the inward pangs of 
the ſoul are oftentimes more inſupportable than any 
death whatſoever: how much more will they be ſo 
in "_ ? 
| Conſider in particular ba euch the damned 
will reſent that moſt dreadful of evils, viz. their 


having loſt their God. Alas] poor ſinners here, 
while they lie groveling in the mire of the earth, 
diverted from the thought of God by a thouſand 
- inpertinences; and yet continually partaking, and 
that many ways, of his ſweetneſs and goodneſs, 
in ſome or other of his creatures; have little or 2 


whilſt thou haſt time, to keep thyſelf from ever 
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idea of what it is abſolutely to loſe God. But As 


E | g 
Ka damned, by their own woful experience are con- 
& Vinced, now it is too late, that none of all the reſt 


of © of the tormonts of hell can be compared with this 
elo. God is an infinite: good in himſelf, and he is 
or che . ſource of all our good, and of 
every thing that is any ways, go9d in his crea- 
tures : he is our univerſal good. In loſing him then © 
the damned have. loſt their infinite good; they | 
have loſt their firſt beginning, and their laſt end; g 
h by whom, and for whom they were created, their ” 
h ſbovereign good, their univerſal good, their im- 
a menſe eternal good, the overflowing fountain of- 
e all good, their true and only felicity. They have 
loſt him totally: they have loſt him irrecoverably ; 
it | they have loſt him eternally. - They have loſt him 
f BY in himſelf, they have loſt him in themſelves, they 
„ N have loſt him, in all his creatures. The lively ſenſe 
of this irreparable loſs, and of all the conſequences 
n | of it, continually racks their deſpairing ſouls: they 
d cannot turn away their thought one moment from 
r 
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it: it gripes them with inexpreſſible torments. 
Which ever way they turn to ſeek any one {drop 
Jof caſe or comfort in him, or from him, they 
meet with none: all things confpire againſt them; 
all things tell them they have loſt their God. There 
) is an immenſe gulf between them and him. They 
are nailed down, and kept from him, bound faſt in 
eternal chains: and all the efforts of their violent 
longings after him, only ſerve. to redouble their 
miſery, Ah! ſinners, fee what it is to loſe God 
eternally: and prevent this laſt and worſt of all 
by taking care not to loſe him now by 
in. a 
3. Confider that n worm of conſcienee, 

that perpetually gnaws the ſouls of the damned: 
that moſt bitter, but fruitleſs repentance ;z_ that 


eternal 
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eternal remorſe, which, like a poiſonous ſerpent 
makes its way inte their very vitals, and conti 
. nually preys upon them. O how hateful, ho 
abominable does this monſter of mortal fin no 
appear in their eyes: more ugly and filthy tha 
the very dungeons of hell! How much do the 
no hate and deteſt their own ſouls, which the; 


— by thouſands of theſe» helliſh monſters ! 
eie comes in the memory of all their paſt follies; 
and of the ſhortneſs and vanity of all thoſe things, 
for the love of which they have forfeited heaven, 
and ſold their ſouls to the devil: Here a diſmal and 


neſs, whilft they are perpetually comparing together 
time and eternity, paſt enjoyments and preſent 
puniſhments ; virtue and vice, heaven and hell: 
and ever thinking what helps, what opportuni- 
ties they have had in their life, of making them- 
ſelves eternally happy at a very eaſy rate: and 
bo they have neglected them, and caſt them al 
behind their backs. 

Conelude to look well to the whole ſtate of thy 
interior now; and to make that choice in time, 
which thou wilt be glad to have made in eternity, 
Pater, Ave. 


MEDITATION XXI. 
On a miſerable eternity. 


HONSIDER, that what above all things 
makes hell intolerable, is the eternity of 


its torments. It is this eternity that is an inhnite 
aggrayatiou to all and every one of them: It 1s 
this bitter ingredient, which makes every drop of 
that cup of the divine vengeance, of which all the 


damned. are forced to drink, fo inſupportable 
| ere 


fee ſtained and corrupted, eternally obſeſſed and 


eternal regret for their former ſtupidity and mad- i 


yy er 
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Vere there fo much as the leaſt glimpſe of hope, 
that the miſeries of the damned would one day have 
an end; though it wer after millions of millions 
of ages; hell would be no longer hell, becauſe it 
would admit of ſome coinfort. But for all theſe 
inexpreſſible torments to continue for ever, as long 
as God fhall be God; / without the leaſt hopes of 
rs ſever ſeeing an end of them; Oh! this it is that 
ss che greateſt rack of the damned. O Eternity, 
Eternity] how little do wordlings apprehend thee 
now | How uff\yilling are they to believe thee (not- 
withſtanding the expreſs declaration of God's uner- 
ing word) for fear thou ſhouldſt put a'reftraint upon 
their vicious inclinations ! Oh! how terrible wilt 
thou be to them hereafter, when they ſhall find 
:F themſelves ingulfed in thy bottomleſs abyſs |! 
2. Conſider, if one ſhort night ſeem fo long 
m- and tedious to a poor ſick man in a burning fever; 
nd if he toffes and turns, and no where finds reſt; if 
all he counts every hour, and with ſo much impatience 


longs for the morning; which yet will bring him 


FF but little relief or comfort ; what muſt this dread- 
e, ful night of eternity be, accompanied with all both 
the exterior and interior pains of hell? No man in 
his ſenſes would purchaſe a kingdom at the rate of 
lying for ten years confined to a ſoft bed, without 
once coming off. Ah! what miſery then muſt it 
be to be chained down to a bed of fire, and ſuch a 
fire as that of hell is, with all the reſt of its tor- 
ments, not for ten years only, nor for ten thou- 
ſand times ten years ; but for as many hundred-thou- 
ſand millions of ages, as there are drops of water in 
the ocean, or atoms in the air; in a word, for a 
never-ending eternity | "a 2184'S 
3. Conſider, in order to frame a better idea of this 
miſerable eternity, what an immenſe ſpace of time 
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would be required, for any one of the damned, 
he were to ſhed but one tear in a thouſand years 
to ſned tears erfbugh- to fill the ſea. The wort 
has not yet laſted ſix thouſand years: ſo that the 
firſt of all the damned would not have ſned nu 
tears. And yet, O dreadful eternity! the time" | 
will certainly come, when any one of thoſe wretÞ| '* 
ches may be able with truth to ſay, that at the rate wi 
of one tear for a thouſand years, he might haye 
ſhed tears enough, not only to make a ſea, but to 
drown the whole world, and to fill ap-the-yaſt ſpace 
between heaven and earth. And alas! after theſe 
millions of millions of ages, he ſhall be as far of 
from the end of his miſery, as he was the firſt day 
he came into that place of woe. Compute afterſſ *'* 
this if thou pleaſeſt, as many hundred thouſand} “ 
millions of years, as thy thoughts can reach to; ““. 
ſuppoſe, if thou wilt, the whole ſurface of the earth Per 
to be covered with numeral figures; | caſt up if 
thou canſt this prodigious ſum of years; and then 
multiply it by welt, and multiply again a ſecond 
time the product by itſelf, and then at the foot of 
this immenſe ſum, write down, Here begins eter- **< 
nity.” O terrible eternity | is it poſſible that they 


ſtains at preſent, which eternal flames hereafter of 
ſhall never be able to burn away. na 
Pater. Ave. | 


who. believe thee, ſhould not fear thee? Is it an 

» poſſible that 2 who fear thee ſhould dare to {as 
n 

; nde to fly aid 1 that monſter fin, * 

L which leads to this miſerable eternity, Waſh away A 

\J now all the tains of thy ſoul in the blood of the rh 

# Lamb, by the means of repentance and confeſſion. I 

i \Prnitentigl tears are capable of removing thoſe ws 
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XE DI TA ION XXII. 

n Heaven. a 
r C ONSID ER, that if God's juſtice be fa 
the terrible with regard to his enemies, how 
nuch more will his mercy, his goodneſs, and 
his bounty, declare itſelf in favour of his friends ? 
What then muſt this bleſſed kingdom of heaven be, 
F which in his infinite goodneſs he has prepared for 
.N his beloved children? which he has contrived by 
his infinite wiſdom, and effected by his infinite 
power, for the manifeſtation of his glory, of his 
riches, and his magnificence; and for the enter- 
taining them with an eternal banquet, worthy of fo 
great a king: where they ſhall be for ever inebriated 
with the plenty f his houſe, and made to drink of the 
torrent of his pleaſures; ſitting detion at the head of 
be fountain of life, which is with him, and from hin 
perpetually flows into their happy fouls. This hap- 
pineſs is infinitely beyond all that any mortal eyehath 
everſeen, orcar.heard, or heart conceived : A general 
and univerſal good, comprizing at once, and fur 
ever, all that is good, filling brim - full the vaſt ca- 
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4 pacity of the affections and deſires of the foul 3 and 
ey eternally ſecuring from all fear or danger of want or 
change. | 85 

o 2. Conſider the glory and beauty of theſe lovely 
J] manſions of the heavenly Jeruſalem : which the 
n, Scripture, to accommodate itſelf to our weakneis 
a repreſents to us under the figures of ſuch things as 


be Ve moſt admire here below, when it tells us, that 
the walls of this city of God are of precious ſtones, 


N. . 
e Hand its ſtreets of pure and tranſparent gold: that 
r theſe ſtreets are watered with the river of the water 


of life, reſplendent as chryſtal, lowing from the 
throne of God; and that on the banks of the river 
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on both ſides, grows the tree of life: that there 
mall be no night, nor any want of ſun or moon; e 
but that God himſelf ſhall be its everlaſting light, ple 
&. How glorious are theſe things that are ſaid I an 
of thee, O city of God ! But how much more v. 
glorious are © thoſe things that are myſtically fig. ¶ cn 
nified by theſe figures | But, O the bleſſed inha- an 
bitants of this heavenly city | thoſe millions of © de 
millions of Angels, Cherubims end Seraphims, all th 
on fire with divine love; that immenſe multitude of & } 
Saints and Martyrs, and other ſervants: of God th 
of both ſexes, gathered out of all nations, tribes N et 
and tongues; and above them all the bleſſed Virgin b. 
Mother of God, Queen of Saints and Angels:  & 
their number is innumerable. But ho can expreſs N a. 

the happincſs of enjoying ſuch bleſſed company? v 
They are all moſt noble, moſt glorious, moſt wiſe, N h 
1 moſt holy: they are all of blood royal, all children i 
F: and heirs of the moſt high God: all kings and | + 
q queens ; ever beautiful; ever young, crowned with 
wvreaths of immortal glory, and ſhining more bright- 
ly than the ſun. Their love for one another is 
beyond what can be conceived : they have all but 
one heart and one ſoul : and take ſuch an inex- 
preſſible delight in each other's happineſs, that the 
joy and ſatisfaction of every individual is multi- 
plied to as many fold, as there axe bleſſed ſouls and 
Angels in heaven. 0 Chriſtians, let us: aipire 
after this heavenly Jeruſalem ! | Let us aſpire. after 
this happy ſociety | O how lovely are thytabernaeles, 
O Lord of hoſts? O how does my ſoul Jong aſter 
the caurts of the living God? _ 
3. Conſider, that although this bleſſed kingdom 
abounds with all that can be imagined good and 
delightful ;. yet there is but one ſovereign good, in 


the enjoyment of which conſiſts the eflential bea- 
* titude. 
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Mude bf che ſoul ; and that is God himſelf, WH¹h¹am 
the bleſſed ever ſee face to face, and by the contems, 
plarion of his infinite beauty, are quite raviſhed 
— ſet, on fire with ſeraphic flames, of eternal love; 
which by a moſt pure and amiable; union transforms. 
them in a manner into God himſelf. He ſurrounds, 
and penetrates them on all ſides with inexpteſſible 
delight: he fills their whole fouls with his divinity, 
the overflowing ſource and ocean of all good: 
He gives himſelf; to be their joy, their treaſure, 
their never ending bliſs. But O that happy 
eternity hich compleats this felicity of the 
bleſſed ! And that infallible ſecurity they enjoy that 
cheir bliſs is even linkt with God's eternity: and that 
as long as God ſhall be God, they ſhall be happy 
with him in his heavenly kingdom. O my toul, 
how pleaſant, how delightful it is to look, fat ward 
into this immenſe eternity of joys, and there to laſe 
n in this moſt delightful proſpect: of endleſs 
8 to deſpiſe all that is earthly, and that 
paſſes with time; and from this hour to.ſet out, and 
begin thy journey, towards this glorious, heaven- 
ly, and eternal kingdom. There thou ſhalt find all 
that thy heart can deſire: immortal honours, im- 
menſe riches, pure and eternal pleaſures. There 
thou ſhalt meet with beauty never fading, perpe- 
tual health, perpetual life, &c. O] this alone is thy 
true home, the land of the uvings Pater, e 
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M E DIT AT ION XXIII. * 
On tbe gr eat commandment of divine lobe. 
(CONSIDER thoſe words of the divine + 
Thou Halt love the Lord thy God, with thy whole. 
beart, and with thy whole foul, and with thy” qubo2 


ind, and with thy whole Prength, Mark x11, 38. 
D 2 This, 


[| 52 | 
Mis, ſays our Lord ( Matt. xxii. 39.) 1 the greatefl 
and the firfl commandment, * Tis" the greateſt in its 
dignity, and its excellence; as tending directly, 
and immediately to bring us to God himſelf, 
and to unite - us to him a happy band 
of eternal charity: IT'is the greateſt in the infi- 
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of being friends and favourites of God; the trea- 
fures of all other virtues, which ever accompany 
divine love; the ſatisfaction of taſting the ſweet- 
neſs of God and enjoying his company; the rid- 
ding us of all oür ſins, and the perfection of all 
chriſtianity. O my ſoul, embrace then this hea- 
venly law of love: and bring all thy powers and 
faculties to bow down. before it. © Give up thy will 
to be for ever a happy ſervant of divine love: let 
this holy fire ever burn inthy heart, and conſume 
all thy earthly and carnal” affections: let thy 
underſtanding be ever directed by its bright light: 
let all thy thoughts, and imaginations be recol- 
lected by it; let it guide and influence all thy 
words and aQtions, O blefled kingdom of divine 
lave, when wilt thou come to me and take full 
poſſeſſion of my whole ſoul ?. 
2. Conſider, how juſt, how reaſonable, how 
neceliary it is, that we ſhould love our God with 
our whale heart : our God who made this heart of 
eurs for himſelf, to be the throne of his love; and 
who will admit ef no rival there. To give it away 
from him is wronging him of what he claims by a 
thouſand titles, tis the height of injuſtice. To 
divide the heart between him and the world, or any 
creature whatiover, is a moſt unreaſonable * per- 
verſe diviſion: he will admit of no partner in his 
throne. Tis juſt we ſhould love him with our «whole 
foul by applying and employing all the powers of 
dur ſouls in his love: becauſe he made theſe ſouls of 
| ours 
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nite advantages it brings to our ſouls; the honeur 
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| quires of us. 


F 
ours, after his image and likeneſs, on purpoſe that 
they might be wholly dedicated to his love: and he 
made them in ſuch a manner that nothing elſe can 
content or ſatisfy them. *Tis nighly juſt we ſhould 
apply our whole, mind to this love, and employ our 
whole flrength in his ſervice, becauſe he is our firſt 
beginning, and our laſt end; to whom we owe all 
we have, and all we are ho is our perpetual lov- 
er, our perpetual benefactor, infinitely good in 
himſelf, and infinitely gogd to us. O] who art 
thou my God, and who am I, that, thou ſhouldſt 
thus fet thy heart upon ſo mean a thing ? and tnat 
thou ſhouldſt thus inſiſt upon my loving thee; and 
threaten me with the worſt of evils if ? love thee 
not? would it not be favour enough to permit thy- 
ſelf to be loved by ſo inconſiderable a creature ? 
would it not be miſery enough, if I loved thee not, 
being not only permitted, but commanded to love 
thee ? 

3. Conſider, what this great commandment re- 
It requires a love of preference, by 
which we are to give the preference to God before 
all things elfe ; we muſt love him above all things: 
Whoſoever loves any thing more than him, is not 
worthy of him; and is guilty of high treaſon againſt 
him, Whoſoever puts his worldly | honour, his ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, the gratifying his paſſions, his own. 
will, his humour, his affe&tion to any thing crea- 
ted, or even the whole creation in balance with him,” 
is not worthy, of him; and is guilty of high trea- 
ſon againſt him. Chriſtians, do we love God 
with this loye of preference; when every pune- 
tilio, of what we call our | honour, when 
every petty conſideration of the world, when 
erery trifling fatisfaction takes place of bim 
ö in 
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in our hearts? O who is like to God ? or who can 
be compared with him? Let him then be the. Lord 
and maſter of our affections. Let us love ' our 
friends in him, and our enemies for his. ſake : "and 
whatever elſe we may lawfully love, let us love it 
with a due ſubordination to him; and for his fake, 
For he loves God too little, ſays St. Auguftine, 
who loves any thing elſe with him, which he does 
not Tove for his fake. 

Conclude my ſaul, to make it the buſinchs of thy 
life, to labour with all thy power to fulfil this great 
commandment of divine love. And in order there 
to continually beg of God, that he would teach 
thee to love him. None but he can impart. this 
heavenly love to thee. Kay 
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MEDIT ATION XXIV. 


On the motives we Babe to love Gel. 5 
1. C ON SIDE R how all ehings invite us 
to love God: and how all kinds of mo- 
tives conſpire in recommending this love tous, and 
in preſſing and obliging us to it. It is our great- 
eſt hencur, © our MET intereft, our greateſt, pleg- 
ſure, it is the ſource of all our happineſs, both 
here and hereafter, | The love of God here is the 
way to heaven; the love of God hereafter is the 
eſſential beatitude of heaven. O! let us aſpire 
then after this bleſſed love ; which alone can ſa- 
tisfy our ſouls; which alone can bring us to our 
ſovereign good; which alone can put us in poſ- 
ſeffion of all nood, even of God himſelf. God 
has loved us firſt: he i is our ancient lover: be is 
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our eternal lover; his thought and heart is always 


upon us: he is a diſintereſted lover: a moſt faith- 


ful and moſt cohftant lover, whoſe love never for- 
fakes them that do not firſt forſake his love. O let 
us return him love for love. God is our Maker, 
and our Redeemer: he is the beſt of Fathers, the 
belt of Friends, the Spouſe of our ſouls: and Thall 
not all theſe titles oblige us to love him Is it pol- 
{ible we ſhould love any elſe comparably: to him ? 
2. Conſider how lovely, how amiable God ig 
in himſelf, and what infinite charms all center in 
him, to command our love. His goodneis is infi- 


nite: he is the great and ſavereign good; the foun 


tain, the overflowing ocean of all good. His mer- 
cy is infinite: his bounty is infinite: his wiſdom 
is infinite : his beauty is inſinite: it raviſhes all 
that are ſo happy as once to ſee his face; ſo that 
can never after ceaſe ta love him. His 
truth is infinitely charming : all perfections are in- 
fnite in him: no tongue can expreſs, no heart 
can conceive, the incomprehenſible greatneſs and 
multitude of his attractions. O, my ſoul, let him 
then, as he is in himſelf, be the great object of 
thy love. Thou loveſt goodneſs, beauty, and 
perfection whereſoeyer thou findeſt it in his crea- 
tures: but all this good that is in them, is all from 
him, and all quite diſappears when compared with 
his goodneſs, his beauty, and perfection: the 
whole creation dwindles into a mere nothing, - when 
God appears in his true light. $4 
3. Conſider the benefits, as well general, as 
particular, that we have received, and daily do re- 
ceive from God's infinite goodneſs. He is the au- 
thor of all our good: our very being, our Whale 


ſoul and body is his gift. He has preſerved us, he 
has nouriſhed, and cheriſhed us, from the firſt mo- 
DB. > 


ment 


* * 
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ment of our conception to this hour: He has 
watched, over us, with an incomparable love; be 
has defended us from a thouſand evils. He has 
given his Angels a charge over us. He has ſent 
his on Son from heaven for us, to deliver us from che 
ſm and hell ; and to bring all mercy, grace, and Nwisd 
ation do uz. The whole life of the Son of God Biel 
was employed in ſerving us: he ſuffered the very 
worſt of torments; he ſhed all his precious blood ¶ geſi 
for the love of us. He has left with us all man- 
ner of helps to bring us to his heavenly kingdom: 

his word; his church, his ſacrifice, his ſacraments, I dor 
His body and blood, his graces, his "inſpirations, eise 
cc. He has eren then heaped favours upon us, 
and kept us from death and hell, when we were Il (1; 
his enemies by mortal fin ;- he has waited for us 


with ah infinite patience, he has called us back * 
with infinite tenderneſs, he has received us with po 
open arms, when we have returned to him; a nd gr 
has mercifully overlooked all our follies, all our pe 


diſloyalties, all our ingratitudes, and repeated trea - 
ſons againſt him. Beſides many inftances of his h. 
particular providence, Which every one. of: us has 

met with in ſome part or other of our life. And b 
mall not all theſe, and innumerable other benefits 
ard favours, oblige us to love him? Does not the ] 
whole creation; does not heaven and earth, and ; 
2 that is in them, call upon us to love that God, i 
who made them all, and made them to ſerve: us; \ 
bu: made us to love him ? | 
Conclude to hearken to this An ivertsl voice by 

whi ch thou . ee to love God: and to have 
alwars before thy eyes the inumerable motives thou 

halt to love him. Pater. Aue. 


))) 
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_MEDTTATION XXV. 
On the means of attaining to the love of Gad. 
1. FYONSIDER that as the defire of wiſ⸗ 
dom is the true beginning of wiidom ; to: 

the firſt ſtep to the love of God, which is true 
wiſdom indeed, is an earneſt deſire to love God. 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after this hea- 
venly juſtice, far they ſball be filled. Matt. v. This. 
deſire makes us pray fervencdly, ſeek inceſſantly, 
knock earneſtly at the gate of divine love. It 
makes us riſe early in queſt of this heavenly wit, 
dom: it makes us glad to part with all things 
elſe, that we may purchaſe this precious pearl; thats 
we may acquire this incomparable treaſure. He, 
that with this. deſire aſpires after divine love, al- 
ready begins to poſſeſs what he deſires: and the. 
more he reliſhes the fWeetneſs of what he begins to 
poſſeſs, the more he aſpires after it. So that the, 
great means of learning to love God, is by re- 
peated deſires and acts of love, to taſte and ſee how: 
ſweet God is, and how ſweet a thing it is to love 
tum. 1 4 

2. Conſider that divine love will not be foun] 
by us, nor come and dwell in our fouls, if we take, 
no care to keep our inward houſe clean and pute 3 
Blefſed are the clean of heart, for they ſhall jee Gd, 
Matt. v. If we entertain in our interior dig 
derly company; that is, if our heart be ſet upon 
wordly vanities, upon mammon, upon pleaſure, 
upon gratifying, ourſelves and our irregular inch 
nations; divine love will net _ endure ſuch 
company: theſe are idols, which muſt not, Which 
cannot, ſtand in the temple of God: our hearts Yn 
muſt not be divided, if we aſpire after the Kingdom 4 
of divine, gs 4. Dh n n of, no Elvale BY 
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uſurper, no rebel in its deminions. The 
Spouſe of divine love muſt be a garden enclſ, a 
fountain ſeated ub. 1 


3. Contider, that the feat means of attaining 


to the love of God is the exerciſe of mental 
prayer, which employs all the powers of the ſou 
in waiting upon bim. Here the memory repreſents 
all the motives we have to love him: here the 
underſtanding is taught to know. him: here the 
aſfections of the will are inflamed at his preſence. 
This is the true ſchool cf love. O my foul, let 
us daily frequent it. Join to this great exer- 


ciſe of love, à ſpirit of recollection; a ſenſe 


und remembrance of God's preſence; a frequent 
calling back the ſoul to him from all her diſtractions 
and evagations; repeated aſpirations and ejacula- 
tions of love, walking with God, like the ancient 
Saints; and taking bim along with -us, wherever: 
we are going, and whatever we are doing, 0 
how nappy is tirat life that is thus dedicated to * 
vine love ! 

Conclude to embrace all the means that may 
bring thee to this happineſs. Begin now from this 
hour to ſet out in queſt of this fountain of life ; 
let no oppolition of earth or hell diſeourage thee. 
Never leave off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink 
of this heavenly water, which: will become in thee 
à fountain ſpringing up to life W | 

Pater, Ave. e. 
MEDITATION XXVI. uy” 
Or the practice and exercife of diuint love. 


ON SIDE R that the love of God 15 4 
fire which is always in motion, and al- 
ways tending upwards towards its heavenly ele- 
ment: It expires, and dies, if it lies idle. To 
keep it alive, it muſt then be nouriſhed by 3 


ws, © © 2 
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acts of love: not mere verbal acts, by telling God 
that we love him, whilſt our heart perhaps is far 
from him; but by the real exerciſe of the love f 
God, both in our hearts, and in our works. To 
fulfil this, we muſt not only aſpire aſter the enjoy- 
ment of God, as our ſovereign good, by:a love of 
chaſte concupuſeents ;' But we mult. give our whole 
ſelves, and all things elſe to him, as anfinitely good 
in e by a love of fincere and perfect heneuo- 
lenco. For this is properly divitie charity, Bene. 
volence is a love by which we wiſh. all manner of 
good to the perſon beloved: a love by which We 
earneſtly ſeek and procure whatever may be for his 
honour, intereſt or pleaſure: by which we delight 
in all his advantages; and are concerned at all his 
loſſes, &c. Now to apply all this to diving charity: 
"Tis then we make acts of the /:ve of. beneualtnce 
towards God, when we deſire, ſeek and procure, 
as much as lies in us, the greater honour-and.glory 
of his name; the propagation of his kingdom ig 
our own hearts, and throughout the whole world, 
and that all men may know him, love him, anꝗ 
ſerve him; when we rejoice at every thing that ig 
agreeable to his holy will; and are concerned ag 
every thing that offends him. This is. the; propeg 
exerciſe of, the love of benevolence ; ,thisjis divine 
charity. why * | CAS |. | 

* 2. . Conſider that our Lord has taught us ang 
exerciſe of this divine charity, in the thres fit it pe- 
titions of. the Lord's prayer, Here we pray fer 
the greater glory of his name: Hadlotged be: 1 
name.” Here we pray that he may zeign iu alt 
hearts by his grace: Thy kingdom came, Helge 
pray that all men upon earth may love and;exegirs 
his will, even as the bleſſed do in heapen; 7. ＋ 
wil] be done on earth, as, it is in edge. Rut eg 
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our heart go along with our lips, when we recite 
theſe petitions? Do we ſincerely deſire, at that 
time, that all the world may know, love and ſerve 
the true and living God: that all his creati re; in 
heaven and earth, may give perpetual glory to him; 

| that the reign of fin may be aboliſhed, and the 
kingdom of God may take poſſeſſion of all hearts: 

that none may refit or rebel agamft his orders; 

but that all may embrace, and bow down, and 
adore his will? 1f fo, there is no doubt but we 
Jove God. Such as theſe are perfect acts of the 
tove'of God. But where a ſoul has no ſuch diſ- 
poſitions,” ſhe makes no acts of the love of God; 

though,” the repeats with her lips, ever fo often 
in the d 7 Om God, I love thee, 


. Confider, that one of the moſt perfect ways 
of exerciſing the love of God, is when we rejoice 
in him, and in his boundlefs perſections; when 


we are delighted to think that he is what he is, 


infinitely good, infinitely holy, infinitely happy, 
infinitely perfect: That he is the ſovereign, Lord 
of all; and that nothing can be added wo him, 
becauſe he is every way infinite. O! what a eom- 
fort, what a pleaſure, what a joy it is to a true 
lover of God, to think that whattoever may come 
to himſelf, or to any thing in the world, his 
love at leaſt, whom he Joves without compariſqn 
more than himſelf and all things elſe, wilt be al- 
Wa Sow elorious, inhpitely rich, and in- 
finely Of this kind is the love with which 


the died 0 heaven love God: an eternal joy in 

God, and in alt the beautics and perfections they 

cdnteraplate in him: this is their eternal delight. 
0 my ſoul that it ma be thine! 

Tabs thy God, not in word 

in deed and in truth,” And in order to 

ts | this, 


* Conelude thou to 
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ite this, ever promote, as much as thou canſt, "his 
hat glory, his praiſe, the intereſts of his kingdom, 
've and the fulfilling of all his will, as well in thy- 
in ſelf, as in all others: ever rejoice in him: put 
n; thy heart continually in his hands: and give thy- 
he {elf and al things elſe to him a hundred times in 
ts: the day. Theſe are the beſt acts of divine love. 


83 Pater. Ave. | | 

nd 8 : 
we MEDITATION XXVII. 
he On charity ts our neigbbaurr. 


. Sn that after this fir/f and great- 
eft commandment of loving God with: our 
en whole hearts, &c. the next of the diving precepts 
is: Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. On 
ys | + theſe two commandments, faith our Lord, ¶ Matt. 
ce F * xxii,) dependeth the whole law and the pro- 
nk * phets,” This love of our neighbours, by whom 
„ | whom we muſt underſtand all our fellow mortals 
7 without exception, is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 
d without it, though we ſpoke with the tongues gf 
„ men and angels; and had the gift of prophecy, and 
all knowledge of the deepeſt myſteries; and faith 
le enough to remove mountains, we ſhould {till be 
e nothing: and though we ſhould give our whole 
18 ſubſtance to the poor, and our bodies to the flames, 
n it would profit us nothing. 1 Cor. xiii. This mu- 
= tual charity and love Gr one another, was the 
q laſt and moſt preſſing inſunction of our dying Lord; 
N it was his favourite commandment; and the badge, 
n by which he would have all his followers known 
/ and diſtinguiſhed. (St. John. xüli. 34, 38. Ch. 
' XV. 12, 17.) In conſequence of this injunction, 
| his firſt diſciples, the primitive Chriſtians, had all 
1 but one heart and one foul. Acts iv. 32. And his 
” BY *poſtles Peter and Paal both of them infill, * 
ous 


Nee 
ghove all things, and before: all things, we ſhould 
cultivate this mutual love, as the, very bond of per- 
factiaun, (Coleſ. iii. 14. 1 Pet. iv. 8) and the ful- 
filling of the whole law. (Rom. xiii. 9. Gal. v. 
14.) And St. John the beloved diſciple continu- 
ally ineulcates that there is no knowing nor lov- 

ing God, without loving our neighbours; and that 
if this love be wanting, we ſtill abide in death. 

1 John iii. and iv. O my ſoul, let us embrace 
this amiable virtue, this favourite virtue of Chriſt 
and his faints : let us be ever willing to loſe any 
thing elſe rather than to loſe this. bleſſed charity, 
2. Conſider that this great commandment of 
Joving one another, admits of no exceptions, ei- 
ther of nations or opinions: it extends to all men, 
even our "molt inveterate enemies and perſecutors: 
we cannot be in the ſtate of grace or ſalvation, if 
there be any one perſon upon earth, whom we ex- 
chide from our jove. We art bound by the ld 
thmmmandment of the law to love every neighbour as 
onrſebves * we ate bound by the eto commantd- 
ment of the Goſpel of Chrih to love every neigh- 
vum even 4s Chri/t as loaded ut. John xiii. 34. 
Ean bur love ſtand the teſt of theſe rules? "Are 
our thoughts, words aft actions in relation to our 
netghboutrs "regulated by the love we "commonly 
Have for ourfelves ? Do we treat them as we would. 
deſire to be treated burſelves? Are we diſpoſed, to 
part with'our 6wn Hitour, our on convenience; 
our own inclinations, bur pleaſure or ſatisfaction. 
for the love of our nelghhoürs, and father thah tg 
give them occaſſot᷑ of grief or fin? If not, how can 
we" pretent' that we love them as (briſi loved us; 
who laid down his very life for the love of us? 
3. Confider that the love, which” we owe t@ 
our neighhours in conſequence of this great com- 
mandmertt of mtu charity, is not a cara world 
ty or natural affection, influenced by fieſh and: 


bloods 


Ad... oct ot kd 3 ee 7 r 


W 
- 


_ e r 9 


s 
blood, or any other conſideration but God. It is 
2 branch of that ſame divine charity, by which we 
love God for his own goodneſs fake: it ſprings 
from the ſame root, it has the felf-ſame motive: no 
other love of our neighbours can be called charity, 
but that which makes us love them in God, and for 
God's fake; Do we love our neighbours after this 
manner? Do we love the image of God in them?” Do 
we confider them as redeemed by the blood of Chriſt? 
Do we love them for God's ſake, and becauſe it is his 
holy will and commandment !- Do we love them in 


order to God and a happy eternity? This is charity 


indeed. But then we muſt ſhew forth this charity 
towards our neighbours, xot by ward and by tongue, 
but in deed and in truth; by exercihng in their fas! - 
vour all the works of mercy, both corporal and 
ſpiritual, with a pure intention: and more efpecial- 
y by procuting, by all means in our power, and 
continually: praying for their true and everlaſt- 
ing welfarexc 4% wy 10 e 
Conclude to walk henceforth in the bleſſed paths 
of charity. If thou pretend to go to heaven by any 
other road, thou wilt certainiy miſs thy Way. 


Pater. Ave. 
MEDITATION XN Vm. 
On tbe great pattern of cht. 


1. FNONSIDER, how Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
bas given us himſelf for a pattern of cha-” 
rity, in the parable of the good Samaritan. "Late K.) 
He himſelf came down in perfon ftom his throne 
above to ſave poor man who had fallen among the 
infernal robbers, and was ſtript by them of att 
grace, and grievouſſy wounded in all his faculties.” 
He was the good ſhepherd that came down to fek. 
the loſt ſheep. Hete we diſcover the" infinite Chart” 
+ | N 2 ty 
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ty both of the Father and of the Son. By this hath that 
ehurity of God appeard towards us, fays the beloved 
diſciple, becauſe God hath ſent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that ibe may live by him. In this is charity: 
not as though we had loved God, but becauſe he hath 
fir loved us, and ſent his Son to be a propitiation for 
our fins, '1 John iv. 9, 10. The whole life of 
Chriſt was one continual exerciſe of divine charity 
in both its branches. From the firſt moment of his I © 
conception, in the womb of his bleſſed mother, tilÞ 
his expiring upon the croſs, his foul was ever em- 
ployed in adoring, and glorifying, bleiling, and 
loving his heavenly Father; and in offering himſelf 
to all his wills: the doing the will of him that ſent 
him was his very food. John iv. 34. And for 
the love of his Father, and becauſe it was his Fa- 
ther's will, he alſo ſpent his whole life in the love 
of us: ever thinking on us, praying for us; and la- 
bouring for our eternal ſalvation. O] let all hea- 
ven and earth extoll this his charity unto all eternity. 
2. Conſider the charity which the Son of God 
hath ſhewed to us poor ſinners in his paſſion and £ 
death. Contemplate, O my foul, what a bitter lin 
agony, what a mortal anguiſh, what a bloody 
ſweat, he endured for the love of thee, in the gar- 
den of Gethfemani; how he there bewatled thy ſins 
with tears of blood. See how he was fold, and be-. 
trayed by one of his own diſciples, denied by Peter, life 
and forfaken by all the reſt for the love of thee.” 
How he was apprehended as a malefactor, bound, 
beaten and abuſed; falſely accuſed, unjuſtly con- 
demned; muffled, ſpit upon, and loaded with all 
manner of reproaches and injuries for the love of 
thee.” How he was expoſed to the inſolencies of an 
inſulting mob; cloathed in a fooF's garment ; "and 
ſuffered a Barrabas to be preferred before him © 
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the. love ef tiiee How ne was rent and ton 
with whips and ſcourges; crowned with thorns; 
derided as a mock king; inſulted and buffeted by a 
whole regiment of ſoldiers for the love of the. 
How he was condemned to the moſt diſgraceful and 
moſt eruel of deaths; how he was obliged to bear 
2 rough and heavy croſs upon his wounded ſhould- 
ers; how he was drenched with gall and vinegar; 
how he was violently {tript of his cloaths (- waich 
now {tuck faſt to his wounds) how he Was ex- 
tended on the croſs as on à rack; how he was 

nad to it with groſs nails, driven through his hands 
and feet, and hoiſted up into the air for the love of 
thee. How he was pleaſed to hang there between 
two thieves for the ſpace of three hours, in moſt bit- 


ter anguiſh and torments, bleeding and dying ſor 
the love of thee Ah! how much have thy ſins 
coſt this innocent lamb of God'! Ah how deatly . 


has he loved thee! In the midſt of all his tortures 


he had thee in his heart, and even then was plead- 


ing thy cauſe with his eternal Father, and purcha- 
ſing mercy, grace and ſal vation for dan when 


thy {ins were erucifying him. 


Conſider that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, during the whole courſe of his mortal lite; 
and loved us even-unto death, by laying down his 
life for the love of us: but he has carried his love 
for us beyond the, bound: of death, in an admira- 
ble legacy of love, which he bequeathed us. the 

ight before his paſſion, by means of which, he ge- 
mains always with us, in the divine myſteries. 
ere he feeds our ſouls with his precious, body and 
blood. Here he unites us to himſelf, i in ſuch a manner 
hat he abideth in us and we in him: and that we live 
y him. Jahn vi. Here he is a ſource of all grace toour 


ouls ; the tree of life, the fountain of lite. and loys, 
© 
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the manna of heaven, for che ſupport; of our pil - 
grimage till we come to the true land of pro-! 
miſe „ Where he will give bimſelf, to us for 
All eternity. O infinite love! O with What rea-. 
ſom does the church ing in one of her ſacred hymas 0 
de naſcant dedit ſoctum, &c. In his birth he gave Hor 
himſelf to be our companion ; at his laſt ſupper to ; 
be our food; in his death to be our ranſom; ang p 
in his heavenly kingdom to be our reward and ever 
eg happineſs. ' 

Conclude to follow always this great pattern of 
Jove: and to give thyſclf wholly to him, who { 
yg ways gives himfe!f to thee, Pater. Ave. 

id nan EDIT A TION - XXIX. 

bling under © the flandard of Jeſus Chrifl 

085 N81 DER that there are upon earth 

and have been all along, two oppoſite king 

. two oppoſite intereſts; two oppaſite cities 
Jeruſalem and Babylon, the city of God, and the 
city of the devil: two oppofite ſtandards, that 0 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that of ſatan. From the tim: 
that man unhappily fell from God by ſm, ſatan ſe 
up his tyrannical uſurpation > which he has, by a) 
ind of ſubtleties and lies, endeavoured to maintai 
ever fince: by alluring poor deluded mortals wat! 
the glittering ſhow of worldly pomps, riches, an 
pleaſures to Boon: his flaves, and to fight unde 
his ſtandard. And ah! how unhappily has he pref 
vailed over millions] what multitudes join wit 
Him againſt their God! How is this W 
bylon ſpread over all the earth !. 

2. Confider that Jeſus Chriſt came into this wor 
to ſet up his ſtandard in oppofition to the ſtand 
ard of ſatan: and to invite all men to follow h 
promiſing to reſcue his followers from all the 
le, and to to them all kis good- * 
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that ſeriouſly correſpond with his calls, and join 
his royal ſtandard, make up the city of God, the 
blefled Jeruſalem, the church of the ſaints, But 
ſce now the immenſe difference between theſe two 
05 oppoſite cities, and inhabitants: how happy the 
0 one, and how miſerable the other. | The children 
of Babylon are miſerable indeed; they are ſlaves to 
mii nafions' that can never be ſatisfied, to aworld. that 
er can never be contented,” to infernal tyrants that are 
continually dragging them along with them towards 
hel]: theyareſlavestoempty vanities, tochildiſh toys, 
and lying follies; labouring under a variety of fears, 
cares, ſorrows, unexfineſs, and innumerable other 
evils; withont enjoying fo much as any one ſolid 


ir laſting ſatisfaction. But, O how happy are 
rthithe children of Jeruſalem even here! What joy; 


what peace and content, what comfort and pure 
es pleaſure in the ſoul, are commonly their i 

Nen in this life; and heaven in the next? And 
halt thou my ſoul, ſtand one moment to deliberate 
imehhich of tlie two thou wilt choofe: the ſtandard of 
-ariſt, or that of fatan; Jerufatem or Babylon; 
50d or evil; vetity or vanity; truth or deceit; 
appineſs or miſery ; heaven or hell? 
3. Conſider that the great deſign of all the foregoing 
editations is to fix thee in the happy choice of fol- 
owing the ſtandard of Jeſus Chriſt, They all con- 
irc to bring thee to this. Thy firſt beginning, and 
"oy laſt end, thy creation and thy, redemption 
rough Chrift ; thy being dedicated to him in bap+ 
m; the happineſs! that is found in virtue, and 
e miſery in vice: all the benefits of God; and 
s goodneſs in bearing with. thee in thy fins 2+ all 


hie conſiderations on the four-laſt things, and on 
thee love of God; all theſe call upon thee, all preſg 

to fice away from the ſlavery and captivity of 
th Baby- 


" 
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Babylon, and to haſten to 3 to leave ſatan f 
and to come to Chriſt. 'Turh chen, O my ſoul, WY; 
turn away from this Babel of confuſion, note and WY; : 
diſorder: break. her chains from off thy neck, 0 * 
captive daughter of Sion. Renounce for, good and in 
all, the king of pride, the tyrant that has uſurped iin, 
to himſelf the dominion over this world, and its 15 
deluded admirers : renounce his works and pomps, =. 
together with his aſſociates, Mammon, Aſmodeus, 
and the princes of darkneſs, and all their flaves. 
And turn thyſelf to the bleſſed Jeru/alem, the city oy 
of peace; and embrace the king of peace, and his 
glorious ſtandard, with all thy heart: chooſe him 
for thy. king. for ever, pay him irrevocable ho- 
mage: and promiſe him inviolable fidelity and 
obedience. 
Conclude, ſince thou haſt now choſen Telus 
Chriſt to be thy king, to fight manfully, unto( 
death, under his royal ſtandard of the croſs againſt Fa 
his and thy enemies, the world, the fleſh, and the 05 
devil. In order to this, earn well thy exerciſe 
of prayer: and the rules of the goſpel, the mili- 5. 
tary diſcipline which he has fixed for his ſoldiers, 7005 
Pater. Ave. 
7 MEDITATION XXX. BY 
- On the. rules preſcribed by Jeſus Chrift to is 1 
wi | | 3 has followers... ot p 
NSIDER the laws of the military tif Ng. 

eipline preſcribed by Jeſus ' Chriſt, to alt 

1 deſire to be his ſoldiers, Matt. xvi. 24. 
any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, an 
yake up his croſs, and follow me. The obſervance 
of theſe three articles makes a complete ſoldier 0 
Chriſt, We muſt renounce: ourſelves: : we mu 
bear our croſſes: and we mult walk in the footſtep 
( git wir rho 


* 
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» Wl {cſus' Crit. The corruption of man by ſin; the 
15 wounds that ſin has left in all the faculties of 
thc ſoul ; the violence of our diſorderly paſſions, 
ind the 'bent of our natural inclinations to evil, 
dinfer a neceſſity of renouneing ourſelves, of fight- 
ing againſt ourſelves, of hating our natural incli- 
its nations, if we hope to be happy, either here or 
*Ybercafcer, We have not a more dangerous enemy 
„than ourſelves: the devil himſelf cannot hurt us 


8. Ialf fo much as we hurt ourſelves, when we follow 


Your own will, and-indulge our own inclinations, 
WSEThis then is the firſt article of the diſcipline of 


he root of all our evils, and its 9 princi 


ndF ranches, the la of the fleſh, the Inſt of the- eyes, 


ind the pride of life. The Son of 40d came down 


Ihe humility, the poverty, the voluntary ſuffer- 
ngs of his birth, of his life, and of his death, 
ere all levelled againſt theſe enemies, 
ſe 2. Conſider that the ſoldier of Jefus Chriſt muſt 
and to his colours; he muſt not run from the 
roſs, He muſt bear and forbear; he muſt endure 
any conflicts; he muſt patiently ſubmit to, and 
ourageouſly go through the trials and hardſhips of 
Nis ſhort campaign of his mortal life. He muſt 
ot pretend to fare better than his captain and his 
ing. All ſufferings and hardſhips appear as no- 
ing to a brave ſoldier When he is following his 
ince, and is happy in his company. The chriſ- 
m ſoldier then muſt be willing to carry his croſs 


meter Jeſus Chriſt ; who opened heaven to us, by 
er oe croſs, and conducts his ſoldiers thither by the 
muff of the croſs. Embrace then, O my ſoul, 
ſtepMs happy inſtrument of thy ſalvation; in . 


chou beareſt i it in a proper manner, thou wilt find 
an 


ſeſus Chriſt, in oppoſition to our unhappy ſelf. love, 


rom heaven to engage us in this holy Warfare. 


God, andan unbounded charity to every neighbo 
ſuch, was the life of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch mug wa 


inge the great God and Saviour of 2 Chri 


(4p 3 
an inexhauſtible ſource of grace and comfort 
Embtace the holy will of God, which lays the 


crols upon thee, to bring thee to himſelf. He 
knows what is beſt for racy ; becauſe he is inſmitely 
wiſe': end he ſends thee what he knows is for Fr 
beſt ;,, becauſe he is infinitely good, and good. t 
thee.  Thou,canſt not be in a ſafer or better way 
than in the way of the croſs; by which Jeſus 
Chriſt, and all 5 ſaints have gone to heaven. E- ( 
ven in this life, the true ſoldiers. of Chriſt fin 
greater ſweetneſs. in. the croſs, than ! in all the. Plea 
fares of this world. 

3, Conſider that the foldiers of Chriſt are callec 
ha 15 firſt diſciples were, to follow him; that is, fe 
walk in his footſteps, by an imitation of his life 
He came down from heaven to be our teacher ana 
our model: tis the great duty of all that deſire ty * 
belong to him, to copy after his bleſſed originalꝭ m 
and to ſhew forth in themſelves the life of ſeſuſ tir 
Chriſt. To learn of him to be meek and humble 
beart. To learn of him poverty of ſpirit, a col 
tempt of the honours, riches and pleaſures of th 

orld, and a diſengagement of the heart from ai tu 
"eaxthly. things. Jo learn of him a horror for ſi Be 
and an obedience even unto death. In fine, N qu. 
learn of him a perpetual; conformity to the will « 


the life of all his ſoldiers be. | 
Conclude to embrace this diſcipline of Tel 
Chriſt, in all its parts, which he came down ind 
heayen to:teach : and henceforward to renounce 
ungodlineſs and wordly deft res, (Tit. li. 12, & 
and te live ſoberly, and juftly and godly, g" 
world - loghing for the bleſſed hope and glariaus 


cube gave humelf for us, that be might redeem us „ 


"- E þ 
WM ell iniquity, and might cleanſe; us to himſelf. @ 
people acceptable, 4 prr fuer "of go warks. _ 

He Vater. Ave. 11977 | l 
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| Of a penitent mer ſor the remiſin of 
P e ines, 


Almighty and everlaſting God, who haſtcrea- 
ted me after thy own image and likeneſs, and 
redeemed me by the precious blood of thy only 
Son : who haſt thought on me, and loved me from 
all eternity; and out of pure love prepared a hea- 

ven for me; with all the neceſſary means to brin 
me thither : who haſt borne with me, for ſo long a 
time, in my repeated offences and treaſons againſt 
1: of thee; haſt ſtill continued, with infinite goodneſs and 
con mercy, to call, to invite, to preſs me to return to 
\ thY thee ; notwithſtanding all my monſtrous ingrati- 

maj tude to thee, and my contempt of all thy graces z 
xr 5 2chold I now defire, with my whole heart, 0 
ic, quit thefe huſks of ſwine which have kept me ſo 
ill long at a diſtance from thy houſe, my true home; 
bouſſſ and to come back to thee : to obey the ſummons 
muf which thou haſt now been pleaſed to ſend me; and 
© to confeſs, and deteſt all my ſins, in thy preſence; 
Tel in hopes of finding mercy: at this time of mercy. 
I defire now to come before thee though infinite- 
ace ly unworthy, in the ſpirit of humility, and with 
K contrite heart; and to make at thy feet à general 
„ confeſlion of all my ſins. , T acknowledge that from 
Wa firſt coming to the uſe of reaſon, to this very 
r | | & hour 
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Four,” my whole life has, been nothing but ſin ap 
miſery. Alas! I loſt thee, I turned my back 'up 

on thee. I ſhamefully preferred worxhleſs toys 5 
fore thee, even from the very time 1 was firſt capa- 
ble of knowing and loving thee ! I have very ſel- 
dom thought of thee: I have daily and hourly ma- 
ny. ways broken thy commandments. Good God! 


What muſt then become of this poor. wretch in the 


day of thy judgment: this wretch whoſe known 
and unknown fins are without number ; and. who 
has done ſo very little good, to put in the ſcales a 
eountgr-belance ſo-much evil.? R 

- Muſt I then deſpair of thy mercy ? Muſt I give 
up the.cauſe, and abandon myſelf to ſatan, finand 
hell? No, my God; may thy infinite goodneſs 
forbid, . I ſhould fall into that bottomleſs pit, 
where none ſhall ever confeſs to thee. My iniqui- 
ties are great, it is true: but thy * thy 
merey, thy power is ſtill greater: „ Fhou haſt de- 
dlared; it is not thy will the ſinner ſhould periſh, 
but that he ſhould be converted and live: Thou 
haſt declared, there is more joy in thy heavenly 
court, over one penitent ſinner, than over ninety 
nine juſt: thy Son has ſhed his blood for me, to 
purchaſe ſor me a full forgiveneſs of all my ſins. 
Here is my hope: this mercy I lay hold on; and 
nothing ſhall make me quit my hold. I know 
the work of ſinners have been cleanſed from all 
their filth, ..in this ſovereign bath. Should my 
caſe be even worſe than the worſt of theirs; the 


mercy and grace of my God, and the virtue of the 


precious blood of my Redeemer is abundant! 
ſufficient,” and will appear the more illuſtrious in 
my cure. 

O infinite goodneſs, who haſt endured me for { 


many years, ſince 1 firſt fell from thee by 5 
| | w 
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_ am © * 
— 3 4 % 
7 2 3 1 * 


e. n mm BG een .  - 4+ 9 ww t was 


<< * 731 
A Ne haſt kept me all:this white from fallif ing into 
ne hell; and haſt continually cheriſhed me with in- 
Vl numerable favours, and graces, behald me now 
proſtrate at thy-feet, accuſing myſelf of my crimes, 
and unploring thy mercy. I am that prodipal child, 


ei- that have gone away into a far country from thee, 
70 and have ſquandered away all the ſubſtance thou ga- 
* veſt me; 1 have made myſelf a flave to the devil, 


who has ſet me to feed his ſwine, even my own 


ſought, but ſought, alas l. in vain, tb ſatisfy my 


0 craying-appetite. with their huſks::- but no be- 
ing made ſenſible of my miſery; and being wen- 
13 ried with my on evil ways, I come back to thee. 1 


acknowledge myſelf unworthy to be received in the 
equality of thy child, all I crave is thy merey in 
the forgiveneſs of my manifold treaſons: I dare 
not lift up my eyes to thee, I. dare not 


/ atk for the meaneff plare in thy family. 1 find 


pd myſelf quite loaded, and oppreſſed, with the e- 
normous weight of my ſins. If I conſider my own 
N deſerts, 1-can look for nothing, but hell: Which I 
J have deſeryed a thouſand and a thouſand times. I 
now hate and deteſt my evil ways, I abhor "thyſelf 
for having been ſo wicked and ungrateful to thee. 


all fountain of mercy, have pity and compaſſfion on 
this miſerable wreteh, 1 Look not dportny-fins, 


thy Chriſt ; and upon all he bas Sire and ſuffered 
for poor ſinners. O mere merey, "mercy; through 
that blood which he ſhed os me in his agony in the 


ſhed for me, when he was rent and torn with ſcour- 
ges, and crowned with thorns ; through that blood 


In brutiſh paſſions, and ſenſual inclinations; — | 


I Þave even, crucified.thy; Son, my divine lover, 
nuf over, and over again, by my ſins. But O thou | 


but upon the bowels of thy tender mercy, and "the. 
merits of my [Redeemer;:''Look upon the face t 


garden of Gethſemani; through that blood he 


Ae: 
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he ſhed for me upon the eroſs. Grant this -merey,ſ ma! 
Mhich he then aſked for me, when he was bleeding and 
and dying for me; and Which he now implores wh: 
nitting at thy right hand, where he is ſtill the ad- life 
yocate of ſinners. Hear alſo the prayers of thy ho- fro 
ly church, ſpread throughout the Whole earth, I ficf 
rhich ſhe now offers in his name, and through his & nit 
merits, imploring thy mercy at this time, for all be 
Rerchildren, of which d am the moſt unworthy. Hear pat 
the prayers of the bleſſed Virgin, and of che Whole wa 
church of heaven, whom I humbly beſeech to be fro 
Joint petitioners with the church upon earth, to G 
obtain mercy for me and all pbor ſinners : through o 
the ſame Jeſus Chriſt ty So. 
And turning myſelf to thee, ty deareſt . 
my redeemer, and my advocate, the great 
. of God and man, the paſtor and biſvop ef 
our ſouls, I beg of thee,” to whom all Power is 
given in heaven and iearth, pardon, Abſolution,, 
and full remiſſiom of calb:my ins. I | 
ſorry dor all my offences: I deve % my chem Al 
down at thy feet, to be eandelled by chy precious 
blood, I wiſh with all my!foub Ihad\neverefferd- 
ed thy infinite goodneſs: II Ecedld *with' thy 
feet, like —— wath periitential tears. 0 
that I could \worthily bewail ney ſins even with 
tears of blood. I reſolve by thy grate rather to die, 
than to commit the dle e. 1 ny 0 
make the beſt ſatisfaction I. am able hs tho, 
forth worthy fruits of ptnancd. „8 
this once from the diſmal ond of the ele v7 x, thr 
«crimes O releaſe all tlie bands that may y keep't m 
ſoul from thee, and thy heavhenly isbn an 
ftthßen, as to this life, de Wich a the Ww pteafet 
5 4 willingly accept from thytarids' Saesh oro c | 
1 en e rf warde tte 13 
mainq; 1 
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nities and eoncupiſcences: and I fully determine to 


and infinitely. gracious, bountiful and good: to us: 
Behold we thy poor fervants,. the work of thy 
bands, redeemed bythe; blood of thy only Son, 


the throne of thy: merey a we come all. ina body, 
at this time, even all thy people upon earth; and 
we come in communion with all thy church in bea- 
& ven, hoping to be aſſiſted by their prayer and me- 
rits; and with: Jeſus Chriſt at our head, our High 
prieſt and Mediator, in who: precious blood we 


fore thee, and we moſt humbly beſecch the to ſanc- 
r 2 3 
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mainder of my days to thee, daily to bewailmyſins; 
and daily to preſent my heart to thee. I will male 
what amends I can for all my paſt offences, by a 
life of penance, and a life of love. I renounce 
from this moment, and for ever, the world, the 
Refh, and the devil, and all their ſuggeſtions, va- 


be for ever thine. O cleanſe my ſoul from all my 
paſt abominations: and let nothing hencefor- 
ward, either in liſe or death, ever more ſeparate me 
from thee; who with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, liveſt and reigneſt, one God, world with- 
out end. un. * i F rt A u ic 
uh 169% ü | 
For the whale frate-of Chriſt church upan earth, pro” 
ber to be ſaid at the times of JT UBLLEES of 
UAE... te ation. 
AN Eterms?- Father of our Lord. Jekss; Chriſt, 
Creator of all, things, Vijible: and inviſible, 
Source of all our good; infinitely good in thyſelf, 


” > - wh. 
A 4 
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come, in anſwer to his ſummons by his Viceger nt, 
to preſent ourſelves, as humble pætitioners, betote 


put all our truſt. We proſtrate ourſelyes here be- 
2 
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E 
alting thy holy catholick church throughout the 
whole world. O eternal, King, who haſt ſent thy 
only Son down from thy throne above, into this 
earth of ours, to eſtabliſh. a kingdom, here a- 
mongſt us, from whence we might hereafter be 
tranſlated to thy eternal kingdom: look down we 


beſcech thee, upon this kingdom of thy Son, and 


propagate it through all nations, and through all 
hearts. Sanctify it in all truth; maintain it in 
peace, unity, and holineſs. Give to it Saints for 
its rulers; its chief paſtor; and all its other prelates, 
enlighten them all with heavenly wiſdom, and make 
them all men according to thy own heart. Give 
thy grace and bleſſing to all the Clergy; and ſend 
amongſt them that heavenly: fire, which thy Son 
came to caſi on the earth, and which he ſo earneſt] 

deſired ſhould be enkindled, Aſſiſt and protect all 


TELE, 


apoſtolical miſſionaries, that they may zealouſly V 


and effectually promote thy glory, and the ſalvation 
of ſouls 'redeemed by the blood of thy Son. |] 
tify all religious men and women of all orders: 
give them the grace to ſerve thee with all perfection, 
according to the ſpirit of their inſtitute, and to ſhine 
like lights to the reſt of the faithful. Have mercy 
on all chriſtian princes; grant them thoſe lights 


and graces that are neceſſary for the perfect diſ- 

charge of their duty to thee and to their ſubjects; 
that they may be true ſervants to thee the King of 
kings, true fathers to their people; and nurſing 
fathers to thy church. Have mercy on all ma- 
giltrates and men in power; that they may all fear? 
thee, love thee, and ſerve thee; and ever remem- 
ber that they are thy deputies, and miniſters of thy 
juſtice, Have mercy on all thy people throughout 


the world; and give thy bleſſing to thy inheritance: 


remember thy congregation, which thou haſt pol 
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ſefſed from: the beginning; and give that grace to 
all thy children here upon earth, that they may do 
thy holy will in all things, even as the bleſſed do 
Extend thy mercy alſo to all poor infidels, that 


ſit in darkneis and in the ſhadow of death: to all 


thoſe nations that know not thee, and that have y 
not yet received the faith and law of thy Son their 
Saviour; to all Pagans, Mahometans, and Jews. 


Remember, O Lord, that all theſe poor fouls are 


made after thy own image and likeneſs, and re- 
deemed by the blood of thy Son: Q let not ſatan 
any longer exerciſe. his tyranny, over theſe thy 
creatures, to the great diſhonour of thy name. Let 
not the precious blood of thy Son be for them 
in vain. Send among them zealous preachers and 


apoſtolick labourers, endued with the like graces 


and gifts as thy apoſtles were, and bleſs them with 
the like ſucceſs, for the glory of thy name: that. 
all theſe poor fouls may be brought to know thee. 
love thee, and ſerve thee here in thy church; and 
bleſs thee hereafter for all eternity. 

Look down alſo. with an eye of pity and com- 


paſſion on all thoſe deluded ſouls, Who under the 


name of chriſtians, have gone away from the paths 
of truth and. unity, and from the one fold of the 
ene ſhepherd, thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt, into the 
by-paths of error and ſchiſm. O bring them back 
to thee and to thy church. Diſpel their darkneſs 
by thy heavenly light, take off the veil from before 
their eyes, with which the common enemy has 
blindfolded. them: let them ſee how they have been 


miſled by miſapprehenſions and miſrepreſentations. 


Remove the prejudices of their education; take 
away from them the ſprit of obſtinacy, pride, and 


{elf conceit. Give them an humble aud docible 
E hear 
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E 
heart. Give them a ſtrong deſire of finding out 
thy truth and 4 ſtrong grace to enable them to em- 
brace it, in ſpite of all the oppoſition of the werld 
the fleſh, and the devil. For why ſhould theſe 

poor 1 periſh, for Which Chriſt died? why 
ſhould fatan any longer poſſeſs theſe ſouls, which 
by their baptiſin were dedicated to thee, to be thy 
eternal temple? 

O Fatherof lights, 'and God of all truth, purge 
the whole world from all et rors, abuſes, cor- 
ruptions and vices. Beat down the ſtandard of ſa- 
tan : and ſet up every where the ſtandard of Chriſt. 
Aboliſh the reign of fin, and eſtabliſh the kingdom 
of grace 1n all hearts. Let humility triumph. over 
pride and ambition: Charity over hatred, envy and 
malice: Purity and temperance over luſt and ex- 
cefs: Meekneſs over paſſion: And diſintereſted- 
nefs and poverty of ſpirit over covetouſneſs and 
love of this periſhable world. Let the Goſpel of 
jeſus Chritt, Pack in its belief and practice, prevail 
throughout all the univerſe, © 


Grant to us thy peace, O Lord in the days of — 


mortality, even that peace Mhich thy Son bequeath- 
ed as a legasv to his diſciples :-a perpetual peace 
with thee: a perpetual peace with one another; 
and à perpetual peace within ourſelves. Grant 
that all Chriſtian princes and ſtates may love, che- 
riſh and maintain an inviolable peace among them- 
tolves.” Give them a right ſenſe of the dreadful 
cils that attend on wars. Give them an everlaſt- 
ing horror of all that bloodſhed, of the devitations 
and ruin of ſo many territories; of the innumerable 
facrileges; and the eternal loſs of ſo many thou- 


find ſouls, as are the diſmal conſequences of war, 
Turn their hearts to another kind of warfare: 


wach them to fight for a heavenly nan 
e- 
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Remove, O Lord, thy wrath, which we have 
reaſon - to apprehend actually hanging over our 
heads for our fins. Deliver all chriſtian people . 
from the dreadful eyil of mortal fin : make all "= 
ners ſenſible of their miſery ; give them the grace 
of a ſincere converſion to thee, and a truly peni- 
tential ſpirit; and diſcharge them from all their 
bonds. Preſerve all chriſtendom ; and in particu- 
lar this nation, from all the evils that threaten im- 
penitent finners, ſuch 2s plagues, famines, earth- 
quakes, fires, inundations, moi tality of cattle, ſyd- 
den and unprovided death, and thy many other 
judgments. here, and eternal damnation hereafter. 
Comfort all that are under any affliction, fickneſs, 
or violence of pain: ſupport all that are under temp- 
tation: reconcile all that are at variance; deliver all 
that are in ſlavery or captivity; defend all that are in 
danger: grant a relief to all in their reſpective neceſ- 
ſities: give a happy paſſage to all that are in their 
agony. Grant thy bleſſing to all our friends and be- 
nefactors, and to all thoſe for Whom we are parti- 
cularly bound to pray; and have mercy on all our 
enemies. Give eternal reſt. to all the faithful de-- 
parted; and bring us all to everlaſting life, 1 
Jeſus Chriſt tby Son. Amen. 
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For the fame Intention, of gaining the Benefit 1. the 
Jubilee, the Pſalm L, Miſerere, may alſo be re- 
cited in a penitential Spirit, together with ffs 
Verjicles, and Reſponſes, uſed in the office of the 
Church, on Faſt Days or ather penitential times: 
and the whole may Fu concluded with the prayers 
hay * at the end of the Lan 
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Pim. 


* 
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juſtice. 
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"'F. 80 5 
RE. L.  Miſerere... 


H merey on me, O God, according to 
thy great mercy. 
And according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my iniquity. t 
Waſh me yet more from my iniquity; ; and. dt 
eleanſe me from my ſin. 
Becauſe I know. my iniquity; and my fin is vw 
always before me. b 
To thee only have I ſinned, and have 4 = 
evil before thee ; that thou mayeſt be juſtified in o 
thy words, and overcome when thou art judged. t. 
For behold I was conceived in iniquities; and: 
in fins hath my mother conceived me. t 
For behold thou haſt loved truth; the uncer- 
tain and hidden things of thy wiſdom thou haſt Y £ 


made mainfeſt to me. 


Thou ſhalt ſprinkle me with hyſſop, and I ſhall: 
be cleanſed; thou ſhalt waſh me, and 1 thall be- 
made whiter than ſnow. 

To my hearing thou ſhalt give joy and glad. 
nels; ; and the bones that are humbled ſhall rejoice. f 
Turn away thy face from my fins, and, blot out 

all my iniquities. 

Create à clean heart in me, O God; and re- 
new a right ſpirit within my bowels. ; 

Caſt me not away from thy face; and take not 

thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Reſtore unto me the joy of thy falvations any 
confirm me with a perfect ſpirit. 

I ſhall teach thy ways to the init; and the 
wicked ſhall: be converted to thee. 

Deliver me from bloed, O God, the God of 
my. ſalvation; and my tongue ſhall extol thy 
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Thou, O Lord, wilt open my lips; and my 
mouta. Wn 


der 


1d 


I 3. 
mouth ſhall declare thy praiſe.” _ | 
\* Becauſe if thou wouldſt have had ſacrifice, ve- 
rily IJ had given it, with burnt offerings thou wilt 
not be delighted. 1 r 
A facrifice to God is a troubled ſpirit; a con- 
trite and humbled heart, O God, thou wilt not 
deſpiſe. | : * a Ene 
Deal favourably, O Lord, in thy good will 
with Sion; that the walls of Jeruſalem may be 
boo al 440 


| Then ſhalt thou accept the ſacrifice of juſtice, 


oblations, and whole burnt offerings; then ſhall 
they lay calves upon thy altar. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the H ]!!! Con DOR 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 
Remember not, O Lord, our offences, nor 
thoſe of our parents; neither take thou revenge 
on our ius I IE 
| ORD have mercy on us. Chriſt, have mere 
L cy on us. Lord have merey on us. Our 
ather, &c. V. And lead us not into 'temptations 
R. But deliver us from evil; V I ſaid, O Lord 
have mercy on me. R. Heal my ſoul, for I have 
linned againft thee.” J. Turn to us, O Lord, O0 
how long wilt thou be angry? R. And be thou 
entreated in favour of thy ſervants. R. Let thy 
mercy be upon us, O Lord. R. As we hae 


. 
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put our truſt in thee, J. Let thy prieſts be cloath- 


ed with juſtice, R. And let thy holy ones re- 


joice. V. Lord fave the king. R. And hear us 


in the day that we ſhall call upon thee, V. 0 


ſave thy people, O Lord, and bleſs thy inheri- 


tence. R. And rule them and exalt them for ever 


more. V. Remember thy congregation. R. "oy 
| | | thou 


r ? 1 wh . 
4 50 haſt poſſeſſed pens the bes ining. V. Let < 
1 peace be 1 in thy ſtrength. gth. R. e plenty in < 
thy towers. V. Let us pray for the faithful depar - ir 
1 928 R. Eternal reſt give, to them, O Lord, and t 
let, perpetual light ſhipe; upon. them. V. Let them ©} 
reſt in peace. R. Amen. J. For our abſent - 
- brethren... R. O my. God, fave thy ſervants, 8 
who put their truſt in thee. . For the, afflicted F + 
and captives. R. Deliver them, O God of, Ifract & .. 
from alt their tribulations... V. Send them. help, d 
0 
n 
J 


© Lord, from thy ſanctuary. R. And from Sion 
protect them. VJ. O. Lord God of hoſts, convert 
us to thee. N. And ſtew. us thy, face, and we 
Hall be ſaved. J. Riſe up, O Chriſt, and help 


us. R. And deliver. us, far thy name's, fake. | 
V. O Lord heat wy. er. R. And let my ciy . 
Yet A, x 95 04 LI 7 Dee 4 
8 4 1 . 2 
"bh: us pray. 1 


3 O 8 O D, whole: property is always: to > file 
* yiand to fare, recrivd our ꝓatition. that | +4 
we and 1 thy ſervants who are boumd by the 
chain of ſins, may by the ee m 1 
; neſs-mereifully. be-ablolted./ 7) 110 

4 | Hear, we beſeech/thee, O Lord; the. 88 of 


the ſuppliant, and: pardon the fins af them that 
conftis to thee; that in thy bounty: A mayeſ 


* 4 both give us pardon and peace. 
Out of thy clemency, O FREY ro ore | 
| fpeakable mercy to us; that ſo thou mayeſt both 
acquit us of our ſins, and deliver us from 50 pu- 
Hiſhments we deferve for them. F 
O God who by: fin art offended: and by W 
paeified, mercifully regard the prayers of thy peo-W 


* making ſupplication to thee, and turn N the 
our 


et 


|{ happily ended. 
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ſcourges of thy anger which we deſerve for our ſins. 
O Almighty and eternal God, have mercy on thy ö 

ſervant V. our chief bifhop, and direct "tim ac- - 

cording” to thy clemeney, into the way of eveclaſt- 

ing ſalvation; chat by thy grace he may deſire thoſe 

things that are "agreeable to thee, and perform 


We heſeech"thee' O Almighty Gad, that, thy 


Servant V. our King, Who by thy Mercy, 


has received the government of this realm, may 
alſo receive" the increaſe. of all virtues; with which 
being adorned he may both avoid the monſters 
of vices, and being made pleaſing in thy fight 
may come at length to thee who art the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. | „ 

O God, from whom are all holy defires, right 


* «1 
- 
* 


counſels, nd juſt Works, give to thy ſervants 
that pete wiel the world cannot give; that gur 
hearts being diſpofed to xcep thy commandments, 
and the fear of enemies being remoyed, the times 
by thy protectiotr may be peaceable. 

Inflame, O Lord our reins and heart with the 
fire of thy Holy Spirit, that we may ſerve thee 
with a chaſte body, and pfeaſe thee with a clean 
heart. + | bd wit. * 
O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all the 
faithful, give to the ſouls of thy ſervants departed 
the remiſſion of all their fins; that thro* pious ſup- 


[ plications they may obtain the pardon which they 


have always defred. | 
Prevent, we beſeech thee, O Lord, our actions 


| by thy holy inſpirations, and carry them on by th, 


| gracious aiſiſtance; that every prayer and work of 


ours may begin always from thee, and by thee Loy 
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9 cb 0 9 pg? eternal God, " haſt dome { 
nion over the living and the dead: and art mer 


8 that they, for whom we have determined to offer 


the clemency of thy goodneſs, all thy ſaints in- 


thy Son, who liveth and reigneth, one God, with 


An en. 7 


er hear us. R. Amen. 
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ful to all, whom thou foreknownll ſhall be-thing 
by faith and good works; we humbly beſeech thee 


up our prayers, whether this preſent world till 
detains, them in the fleſh, or the world to come hath 
already received them out of their bodies, may by 


terceeding for them, obtain pardon and full remiſſi- 
on of all their fins, through our Lord Jeſus Cbriſl, 


thee and the Holy Ghoſt, world without end. 


V. O Lord, hear my prayer. 
K. And let my cry come unto thee, | 
V. May the almighty and moſt merciful Lord | 


: Ark may the fouls of the faithful, thro! he 
"mere of God, reſt in e. R. Amen. | 
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